
Record Crowds at RA 
   Records were set last week when 
Rocket Arena hosted the Second 
Region Boys All A Classic Basketball 
Tournament, which featured Univer-
sity of Kentucky commit Travis Perry 
and his second-ranked Lyon County 
Lyons. Friday’s semifinal round set a 
record with a paid attendance of 
837 and an estimated crowd of 
nearly 1,000. That mark was broken 
at Saturday’s championship game 
with an estimated crowd of nearly 
1,200, according to Crittenden 
County Athletic Director Bryan 
Qualls. Lyon County won the tour-
nament with lopsided victories over 
Caldwell County and University 
Heights Academy. 
 

Rare eclipse coming 
   A total solar eclipse will darken 
western Kentucky in less than three 
months, yet unlike a similar event in 
2017, there isn’t as much fanfare or 
organized effort in Marion to ac-
commodate tourists. Like the previ-
ous eclipse almost seven years ago, 
the astronomical rarity coming on 
April 8 will provide a near total 
eclipse for this part of the country. 
During a total eclipse, the moon 
passes between the Sun and Earth, 
darkening the sky. When the eclipse 
reaches totality – the point where 
the Sun and Moon are in perfect 
alignment – the Sun’s corona, the 
outermost part of its atmosphere, 
can be seen by the naked eye. For 
many, witnessing a total solar 
eclipse is a once-in-a-lifetime 
event. According to NASA, a single 
spot on Earth only gets to see a 
total solar eclipse, on average, once 
every 375 years. This will be our 
second. In addition to Crittenden, 
other Kentucky counties calculated 
to be in the path of totality include 
McCracken, Ballard, Fulton, Hick-
man, Carlisle, Union, Webster and 
Henderson. Michele Edwards, 
tourism director in Marion, said the 
2017 event didn’t bring as many 
eclipse observers to town as had 
been expected. The park was desig-
nated as an observation area back 
then and it attracted a few dozen 
people. The local airport had about 
40 fly ins that day. With no more in-
terest anticipated this time, Edwards 
said there are no organized plans 
for April, but Marion will be open 
for business and welcomes ob-
servers. 

 
UPCOMING MEETINGS  

•Crittenden County Conserva-
tion District will meet at 6:30 
p.m., the Thursday, Jan. 18 at its 
office on East Bellville Street. 

•Crittenden-Livingston Water 
District will meet at 4 p.m., Mon-
day, Jan. 22 at Deer Lakes meeting 
room. 

•Marion Tourism and Recre-
ation Commission will meet at 
8:30 a.m., Tuesday, Jan. 23 at the 
Marion Welcome Center. 

•Crittenden County Board of 
Education meets at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 25 at Rocket Arena. 

•Livingston County Fiscal Court 
meets at 5 p.m., Tuesday, Jan. 23 
at the county office complex in 
Smithland. 
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Why water? 
Why now?   

Marion’s water crisis is 
at its most critical junc-
ture since first respon-
ders stood overlooking a 
weeping Lake George in 
April of 2022.  

Unfortunately, city 
leaders are getting mixed 
signals – much like they 
did in those earliest hours 
of this predicament – 
which is creating unnec-
essary fog on a path to-
ward water security, and 
it is complicating deci-
sions toward that end. 

Now is not the time to 
lean on Yogi Berra logic. 
Too much is at stake. The 
future of Marion itself 
hangs in the balance. 

In his unique wit, Yogi 
once advised that, “If you 
come to a fork in the 
road, take it.” 

Not sure his advice 
meets the hammer test 
for soundness, and that’s 
a big problem as Marion 
struggles to find not only 
funding sources, but a 
clear vision forward. It’s 
tough to choose the right 
direction when traffic sig-
nals are blinking mixed 
colors. 

At this fork in the road, 
which path should Mar-
ion take? It cannot take 
both. It must choose, and 
it needs guidance from 
Frankfort. 

This community can ill 
afford to chase two solu-
tions to one problem. 

Over the past few 
weeks, city leaders have 
arrived at that fork, and 
committed to both routes. 
It appears that they feel 
pressured to hedge their 
bets because green lights 
on the road to emergence 
from this mess have 
tinted toward yellow. 

To borrow another fa-
mous quote from a great 
American, “A house di-
vided against itself cannot 
stand.” 

Mr. Lincoln, we sure 
could use a hand. 

And that hand will need 
to come from a place 
where old Abe served with 
great vision. From the 
center of government. 

State and federal dol-
lars are needed to solve 
Marion’s water woes. Left 
to its own devices, the 
town could bankrupt it-
self. Further financial as-
sistance is necessary.  

“I think to lose Ken-
tucky is nearly the same 
as to lose the whole 
game,” Abraham Lincoln 
also said describing the 
commonwealth’s impor-
tance to a nation at the 
brink of Civil War. 

Well, to lose Marion 
would be a black mark on 
Kentucky, and on its gov-
ernor, who stood on the 
levee of Old City Lake in 
early summer of 2022 
pledging to help the city 
successfully respond to 
this water crisis and solve 
it for generations. Weeks 
later at a critical early 
point in the water catas-
trophe, Gov. Andy 
Beshear told a group at 
the National Guard Ar-
mory where volunteers 
and reservists were doling 
out bottled water that, 
“There is more money out 
there for longterm infra-
structure than we’ve ever 
had. It’s never good to 
have a water crisis like 
this,” the governor said 
that day, but then again, 
it couldn’t be a better 
time with unprecedented  

 
See WATER/page 8 

STAFF REPORT 
Big changes are coming 

next week to traffic patterns 
on US 60 East at Crittenden 
County High School and Mid-
dle School. 

Beginning Monday, Jan. 
22,  new procedures will be in 
place that will shake up a 
long-standing traffic pattern 
for buses and students going 
to school and leaving with 
their parents, or what the dis-
trict typically calls “car rid-
ers." 

Change is necessitated by 
construction of an addition to 
Crittenden County Middle 
School. Contractor MP Law-
son of Paducah is beginning 
initial site work in the coming 
weeks. Further construction 
at the entrance of the school 
is expected this spring as Jim 
Smith Contracting will be 
building a turning lane on US 
60 West, a Kentucky Depart-
ment of Highways project. 

As traffic flows change early 
next week, school personnel 
will be on site at various 
points to direct parents and 
students during transition to 
the new system that will send 
parent dropoffs through the 

back of campus and buses to 
the front – a flip flop of tradi-
tional routing. 

Bus traffic will be moved to 
the front of CCMS and run 
from east to west.  

In both morning and after-
noon, buses will enter cam-
pus from US 60 at what 
previously had been the “exit” 
in front of the high school.  

School Transportation Di-
rector Wayne Winters said 
this location for bus traffic is 
ideal and will allow students 
to enter and exit buses from 
the sidewalk in front of the 
school. 

Parents dropping students 
off for school will enter from 
West Elm Street off Old Salem 
Road and drop students off in 
the oval between Rocket 
Arena and the rear of Critten-
den County High School. 

Parents transporting stu-
dents will not be allowed to 
enter the school campus from 
US 60. 

A staging area for vehicles 

picking up students after 
school is being established on 
former state road department 
property adjacent to Old 
Salem Road. Vehicles will not 
be admitted onto campus 
until 3:10 p.m., when all stu-
dent drivers have exited the 
parking lot in front of the 
football field.  

Drivers from the staging 
area will cross onto campus 
via a new gravel access lead-
ing to the bus garage parking 
lot. From there, they will be 
able to proceed to West Elm 
Street, turn left toward the 
school parking lot and pick 
up students at the oval be-
tween Rocket Arena and the 
high school. When exiting the 
campus, parents must use 
Elm Street in order to avoid 
the area beside CCMS and its 
intersection with U.S. 60. 

Drivers picking up students 
after 3:10 can enter campus 
off Old Salem Road  

 
See ROUTE/page 8 

STAFF REPORT 
Rose Dempsey and Rebecca 

Dunn of Crittenden County are 
among the 30 members of the 
West Kentucky Regional Cham-
ber Alliance’s 2024 Leadership 
West Kentucky. 

The program is designed to 
connect individuals in leader-
ship positions from 14 counties 
and make them aware of gov-
ernment, transportation and de-
velopment issues throughout 
western Kentucky.  

Dempsey is a cash manage-
ment specialist at Farmers 
Bank in Marion. Dunn is the 
community liaison for Crittten-
den County Health and Rehab 
and Salem Springlake Care 
Center. 

Leadership West Kentucky 
kicked off its six-month pro-
gram this week with an orienta-
tion program, and will begin 
monthly meetings at various 
sites throughout the region in 
February. 

DepseyDunn

Locals tapped for leadership program

STAFF REPORT 
Have you ever thought 

about going off the grid? 
While a wholesale sellout of 

modern conveniences like 
electricity might be tough to 
swallow, there’s certain ap-
peal to biting off a smaller 
piece of self reliance. 

For the adventurous spirit, 
Crittenden County Extension 
Service has a free less-than-
two-hour program starting at 
6 p.m., on Monday, Jan. 22. 

Extension Agent Dee Heim-
gartner says the program is a 
good fit for farmers, outdoors 
enthusiasts or simply home 
owners who want to learn 
about generating power to re-
mote locations. 

“It's for off-grid solar sys-
tems. This is not the big solar 
systems, but small off-grid 
ones for small outbuildings, 
water systems or similar sit-
uations where it is too expen-
sive or hard to get electricity 
connected,” she said. 

Presenters will explain 
basic set-up procedures and 
technical details for building 
a small, off-the-grid power 
plant. 

Organizers ask that those 
planning to attend RSVP the 
Extension office at 270-965-
5236. 

Heimgartner says hunting 
cabins are another place 
these systems are applicable.  

“Homesteading has also be-

come popular and we have a 
lot of questions from people 
wanting to do that,” the agent 
adds. 

While this class is merely a 
primer for building an off-the-
grid power system, Heimgart-
ner says the UK Extension 
Service offers followup and 
further assistance for various 
applications and setups. 

An overview of basic costs 
to start an off-the-grid power 
supply will also be presented 
at the program next week. 

“As far as total budgets, 
that’s something we can work 
on with people later on once 
they decide what components 
they want,” Heimgartner 
adds.

Situation 
Room

School officials met last week with law enforcement and other community lead-
ers to develop a plan to prevent chaos amid the congestion that’s anticipated 
between the hospital and school on US 60 West when construction projects 
begin at the school and on the highway where a turning lane will be built.

Weaving Around Construction 

Plans for school traffic

EDITORIAL

n Livingston County representatives in 
the program are Rex Roberts of Pine 
Bluff Materials and Crissy Carter, Exec-
utive Director Livingston Hospital 
Foundation and Director of Community, 
Wellness and Nutritional Services.

Program next week for 
powering up off the grid

‡Parent-student traffic will wrap around behind school 
from West Elm Street. Bus dropoff in front of school.



Loveless 
Robert William “Bobby” 

Loveless, 83, of Salem, 
died Monday, Jan. 15, 
2024 at Livingston Hos-
pital and Healthcare 
Services. 

He was a re-
tired from the 
United States 
Navy, earning 
the rank of 
Chief Aviation 
Boa tswa in ’ s 
Mate H after 30 years of 
service. After retirement 
he went to work for Pan-
Am. He loved farming 

and spent many an hour 
working on his farm. 

Surviving are three 
sons, Michael Loveless 
and Kevin Loveless, both 
of Salem and Ron Jones 
of Nidda, Germany; a 
sister, Ester Pruett of 
Omaha, Neb.; a grand-
child, Romina; and a 
great-grandchild. 

He was preceded in 
death by his parents, 
James and Marie (Tabor) 
Loveless; a brother, J.F. 
Loveless; a sister, Mary 
Jordan; and loving com-
panion, Charlotte Belt 

Services are at 2 p.m., 
Monday, Jan. 22 in the 
chapel of Boyd Funeral 
Directors and Cremation 

Services. Burial will fol-
low at Loveless Chapel 
Cemetery. 

Friends may visit with 
the family from noon 
until the funeral hour at 
Boyd Funeral Directors 
and Cremation Services. 
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Young 4-Hers 

4-H Cloverbuds, the youngest of the organization’s participants, meet at Crittenden 
Elementary once a month including (from left) Wren Smith, Serenity Cook, Annalese 
Maraman and Ella Rustin, who did a craft project with using materials in the trade-
mark 4-H green.  Cloverbuds are 4-Hers in kindergarten through third grade whose 
meetings introduce them to the 4-H program and provide them with activities based 
on learning experience. There are about 50 Cloverbuds in Crittenden County.

COMBINING
&dignity

affordability.

®

We offer one of our most popular caskets 
together with our uncompromised service. 
That means we can create the funeral you 
had in mind, for much less than you would have expected—just one of 
the many ways you’ll be pleasantly surprised.

Burial Services 
Starting at 
$5,850*
• Professional Services
• 20 Gauge Steel Casket
•  Same Day Visitation  
and Funeral Service

•  Memorial DVD and 
Webcasting

212 East Main Street • Salem, Kentucky

270-988-3131
BoydFuneralDirectors.com

Serving our families since 1902

Extension  
meeting 

The Crittenden County 
Extension Service will 
host a Vision Board 
training at 5:30 p.m., 
Thursday, Jan. 18 at the 
Extension Annex. Set 
goals and bring them to 
life by creating your own 
vision board.  

Welcoming New Patients

FAMILY MEDICINE

Tyler Hamilton, DO, is accepting new 

patients of all ages at Livingston Care 

Clinic in Salem, KY. As a specially trained 

Osteopathic Doctor, Dr. Hamilton uses a 

“whole person” approach to medicine—

treating the entire person rather than just 

the symptoms. Dr. Hamilton earned a medical 

degree from the University of Pikeville-

Kentucky College of Osteopathic Medicine.

For an appointment with Dr. Hamilton 
you may call 270-988-3839.

Tyler
Hamilton, DO

117 E. Main Street, Salem, KY 42078



Increasing public 
school funding is among 
priority lobbying efforts 
by Kentucky superin-
tendents during Ken-
tucky’s 2024 legislative 
session. 

Based on data com-
piled in the Council for 
Better Education’s Back 
on Track report, state 
funding has increased 
$278 per pupil since 
2008. Superintendent 
Tonya Driver told the 
Crittenden County Board 
of Education in De-
cember that adequately 
funding public schools is 
a constitutional require-
ment, and SEEK (Sup-
port Education 
Excellence in Kentucky) 
has not matched rises in 
inflation. 

In 2008, SEEK funding 
per student was $3,822, 
inching up to just $4,100 
in 2023. When adjusted 
for inflation, the actual 
need is around $5,400 
per student, according to  
public relations repre-
sentative Tiffany Blazina.  

“The Crittenden 
County School District 
has experienced funding 
insecurities in areas 
such as textbooks and 
technology, as well as 
funding for adequate per-
sonnel and resources as 
a result of learning gaps 
created by the effects of 
the  (COVID-19) pan-
demic,” Blazina wrote in 
a press release. 

Underfunding has un-
fairly placed the financial 
burden on local districts, 
Driver told the board of 
education. She said state 
funding for essential 

services like transporta-
tion is at 69 percent, far 
below the required 100 
percent. In Crittenden 
County Schools, this has 
led to  financial burden, 
forcing cuts in some 
areas to compensate the 
shortfall with transporta-
tion, the press release 
said.  

A gradual increase of 
SEEK funding over a 2- 
to 4-year period is 
sought.  

According to school of-
ficials, salaries are about 
25 percent less than 
other professions requir-
ing similar qualifications. 
Crittenden County 
School District faces 
teacher and workforce 
shortages, including the 
recruitment of substi-
tutes.  

Education leaders say 
while SEEK funding has 
seen modest increases in 
the last 15 years, Ken-
tucky’s legislature has 
given tax credits to 
charter schools and pri-
vate schools. 

SUBMITTED BY  
ANDREW SEXTON 

 
The Livingston County 

School Board met Mon-
day, Jan. 8 at Livingston 
County Middle School. 
The board was led in the 
Pledge of Allegiance by 
LCMS student Michael 
Hillard.  

During the meeting, 
the board selected Chris-
tine Thompson to serve 
another year as board 
chairperson and David 
Kitchens as the vice 
chairperson. The board 
also approved the 2024 
regular meeting sched-
ule. Meetings will remain 
on the second Monday of 
all months except for De-
cember. However, the 
meetings will now begin 
at 5 p.m.  

During LiveRED rec-
ognitions, the board rec-
ognized Tonya Padon for 
the LiveRED Staff Award 
for the month of Janu-
ary. Before her retire-
ment in December, 
Padon served faithfully 
as a school nurse for 16 
years and was the first 
school nurse contracted 
in the district. Her con-
tributions to the district 
go beyond helping with 
medical needs. She is 
known for her kindness 
toward students and 
staff as well as her will-

ingness to go above and 
beyond her call of duty.  

Superintendent Dr. 
David Meinschein gave 
several reports of activ-
ities and projects in the 
district.  

The district continues 
to invest in technology 
resources for staff and 
students. There have 
been 63 interactive 
panels purchased 
throughout the district 
for teachers and stu-
dents to replace outdated 
projectors. In the last 
couple of years, the dis-
trict has made an invest-
ment of $720,000 in 
technology updates and 
upgrades.  

During the facility up-
dates, board members 
were shown images of 
several key projects. 
Some of the most notable 
upgrades include the 
gym at Livingston Cen-
tral with a new heating 
and air unit and lighting 
upgrades. The LAVEC 
upgrades on the exterior 
of the Career and Techni-
cal wing of the high 
school are beginning as 
well with new sidewalk 
and drainage for the 
courtyard and new cul-
vert and drainage behind 
the ag building.  An up-
date was given on the 
central office project. The 
central office staff hopes 

to be able to relocate to 
the new building with in 
the next few weeks, and 
all future board meet-
ings, including the Feb-
ruary board meeting, will 
be held there at 840 Cut-

off Road, Smithland. 
There is a lot of excite-
ment as the project 
reaches completion.  

During the meeting, 
the board heard from 
school auditor of Duguid, 
Gentry and Associates 

who gave the district an 
“unmodified” or “clean” 
audit rating. The auditor 
praised the excellent 
work and accounting 
procedures followed by 
the district and financial 
personnel. The board ac-

cepted the report.    
The board approved 

several motions and ap-
provaled payments for 
various projects in the 
district. The key business 
items of note include the 
approval of the retainer 
for board attorney Bart 
Frazer, the approval of 
the 2024-2025 school 
calendar, and also the 
setting of preschool tu-
ition for the districtat no 
cosst to students for the 
remainder of the 2023-
2024 school year.  

The agenda and mi-
nutes for board meetings 
can be found on the dis-
trict website. The next 
scheduled meeting is at 5 
p.m., Monday, Feb. 12 at 
the new central office at 
840 Cutoff Rd, Smith-
land. 
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Livingston’s central office nears completion

Tonya Paden (fourth from 
left) was recognized by 
the Livingston County 
Board of Education ear-
lier this month. With her 
(from left) are Tammy 
Sayle, Terry Watson, 
Christine Thompson, 
Padon, David Kitchens 
and Superintendent Dr. 
David Meinschein. At 
right is the nearly com-
pleted board of educa-
tion office on Cutoff 
Road in Smithland.

Schools lobby for 
SEEK increase

Story time 
Carter Story, 3, was one of the participants at the first 
Laugh and Learn program at Crittenden County Public 
Library for preschool-age children. Coordinated by the 
Crittenden County Extension Service, Laugh and Learn 
is held at 11 a.m., the first Friday of each month. The 
lesson’s January theme was snow and allowed partic-
ipants to play with fake snow in a sensory bin. All ac-
tivities align with pre kindergarten standards to prepare 
preschoolers for school, said coordinator Rebecca 
Woodall, the Extension Service’s Family and Consumer 
Service agent.



Hayes recognized for 911 
dispatching in emergency 

Marion native Trinity Hayes was rec-
ognized in December by Jessamine 
County E911 for her professionalism 
during an emergency she dispatched 
late last year. 

Hayes, a student at Eastern Ken-
tucky University, works part time as a 
Crittenden County E911 dispatcher, 
and also in Nicholasville at Jessamine 
County 911 during the school year. 

Hayes was presented a challenge 
coin by Jessamine County E911 for her 
part in a life-saving emergency call 
late last year. 

“(The patient’s) outcome likely 
would be very different if not for the 
recognition of the need for CPR and by 
the E911 telecommunicator who 
walked the caller through providing 
CPR until first responders could ar-
rive,” her supervisors wrote in a Face-
book post describing her role in the 
response. 

Hayes is the daughter of John Hayes 
and Bethany Hubbard of Marion. 

 

Marion man is arrested for 
meth trafficking in Marshall 

A Marion man is one of two individ-
uals facing drug charges after a traffic 
stop in Marshall County last week. 

Jared Mallory, 40, of Kuttawa faces 
charges of first-degree trafficking in a 
controlled substance (methampheta-
mine), possession of drug parapherna-
lia, operating on a suspended license 
and having no insurance. 

Ryan Renner, 30 of Marion faces 
charges of first-degree trafficking in a 
controlled substance and possession 
of drug paraphernalia. 

According to reports, a deputy 
stopped a vehicle being driven Mallory 
on Jan. 10. It was discovered that Mal-
lory was operating on a suspended 
operator’s license. Renner was a pas-
senger in the vehicle. 

A subsequent search of the car 

found alleged methamphetamine, ac-
cording to the Marshall County Sher-
iff’s Office. 

 

Fredonia woman faces charges 
A Fredonia woman has been 

charged with fraudulent use of a credit 
card for allegedly defrauding her 
Calvert City employer, 3C’s Concrete, 
out of $145,212. 

Loren Shelby Miller, 32, is facing 
felony charges in Marshall County and 
is scheduled to be arranged in Mar-
shall District Court on Jan. 31. 

According to an investigation by 
Marshall County Sheriff’s Department, 
the owner of the company reported to 
authorities in October that he had 
found multiple fraudulent transaction 
from a fleet credit card to a PayPal ac-
count discovered to belong to his of-
fice manager. The owner also told 
authorities that he had confronted the 
employee, and that she had confessed.  

Further investigation by the Mar-
shall County Sheriff’s Department al-
leges that between February 2023 and 
September 2023 there were 104 trans-
actions between two different fleet 
card accounts and PayPal accounts 
owned by Miller. 

 

UK basketball is No. 1  
all-time in AP polling 

January marks the 75th anniversary 
of the Associated Press College Bas-
ketball Poll, and Kentucky’s men’s 
basketball received a remarkable 
honor in celebration of the anniver-
sary.  

The AP dug into its archives to as-
similate information about more than 
1,200 polls from January 1949 
through last season, and hat found 
Kentucky is the all-time No. 1 team. 

North Carolina was second in data 
from over 75 years. Kentucky had ap-
peared in more than 75 percent of 
AP’s basketball polls. 

The AP Poll tabulates each week 
votes from 63 college professional 
basketball reporters using a points 
system, giving 25 points for a first-
place vote, 24 for second place, and so 
on through the 25th team, which re-
ceives one point. Over 75 years, Ken-
tucky totaled 17,852 total points in the 
poll, almost 600 more than North Car-

olina. Duke, Kansas, and UCLA 
rounded out the top five. Louisville 
finished sixth.  

 

Shuecraft earns basic 
certification for CCVFD 

Emily Shuecraft has completed es-
sential training and received a Basic I 
Certification from State Fire Rescue 
Training.  

Shuecraft is an engineer with Crit-
tenden County Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. Engineers are department 
officers who are responsible for opera-
tion and maintenance of fire agency 
equipment. She completed 115 hours 
of basic training to receive the certifi-
cate. 

Six-year County Fire Chief Scott 
Hurley explains that Basic I Certifica-
tion is entry-level training for certified 
firefighters. At least half of the fire de-
partment’s roster must be certified in 
order for it to maintain its credentials. 

 
 

Tinsley accepts position 
with Louisville law firm 

Emily Tinsley of 
Crayne has ac-
cepted a position 
as associate attor-
ney with Alex R. 
White, PLLC in 
Louisville. 

Tinsley, daugh-
ter of Roger and 
Pam Tinsley, will sit 
for the bar exam 
this spring and 
graduate from the 
University of Louisville Louis D. Bran-
deis School of Law in May. She earned 
a bachelor’s degree from Western 
Kentucky University and is a 2017 
graduate of Crittenden County High 
School. 

Tinsley has been working as a clerk 
at the Louisville law firm since May 
2022. 

 

Senate wants to give 
more landowners  
free hunting rights 

Kentucky Senate passed its first bill 
of the 2024 legislative session last 
week, one that would make it easier 
for farm owners and their families to 
be able to hunt and fish on their prop-
erty. 

Senate Bill 5, sponsored by Sen. Gex 
Williams, R-Verona, eliminates the 
five-acre ownership requirement for 
residential landowners seeking ex-
emptions from having to buy hunting 
and fishing license to use on their own 
property. Sen. Robin Webb, D-
Grayson, spoke in favor of the bill. 

The measure passed the Senate 
unanimously (35-0) with bipartisan 
support and now advances to the 
House for consideration. 

If passed, the law would take effect 
as soon as it is signed by the gover-
nor, or if he vetoes it, both chambers 
vote to override the veto. Either would 
happen this spring. 

 

Bill aims to improve 
safety in Kentucky 
 

A group of Republican Kentucky 
House members announced the filing 
of the Safer Kentucky Act, an effort to 
cut down on violent crime in the state. 

Rep. Jared Bauman, R-Louisville, is 
the main sponsor of the legislation, 
House Bill 5, and described some of its 
provisions to reporters. 

“A three strikes provision that will 
require any criminal that commits 
three violent felonies will serve life in 
prison without the possibility of pa-
role,” Bauman said. “It will create a 
Kentucky carjacking statute, there are 
some provisions to reduce recidivism 
as well, require regular evaluations of 
our re-entry program, so we can ade-
quately fund ones that are doing well 
and are worth the investment, and 
provide group violence intervention for 
those need it as well.” 

A "three strikes" provision would 
punish a person with life imprison-
ment or the death penalty for a third 
violent felony; increases penalties for 
sale and distribution of fentanyl; 
makes carjacking a felony; makes 

camping in many public areas a crime; 
putting limits on charitable bail. 

The bill would also give shopkeep-
ers and retailers legal and civil protec-
tion for protecting their businesses 
against shoplifters.  

A separate bill introduced in the 
House, HB 38, would abolish the death 
penalty and replace with life imprison-
ment without parole. It would also 
prohibit probation for anyone sen-
tenced to life without parole or life 
without parole for 25 years. 

 

Election bill would give 
five years to officials 

A bill to move elections from odd-
years — including the Kentucky gover-
nor’s race — to presidential election 
years could get some traction this leg-
islative session. It’s a bill that comes 
up quite regularly in the General As-
sembly. This one is titled Senate Bill 
10. 

Proposed legislation already ap-
proved by the Senate Committee for 
State and Local Government aims to 
amend the Kentucky Constitution so 
that statewide elections – for governor 
and other constitutional offices – 
would be held in even-numbered 
years, every four years, beginning after 
the November 2027 elections. The 
plan would give officials elected in 
2027 a five-year term. 

It’s not the first time Sen. Chris Mc-
Daniel, a Republican from Ryland 
Heights, has proposed a constitutional 
amendment to move the state’s off-
year elections. In fact, he’s been pro-
posing the constitutional amendment 
for over a decade. Although the pro-
posal has typically won approval in the 
Senate, it has stalled in the House. If 
approved, the proposed amendment 
would go on the ballot for a statewide 
referendum. 

Critics say the idea would likely re-
sult in small savings for the state. 
However, counties could see a much 
bigger savings. 

Crittenden County Clerk Daryl Tabor 
said local taxpayers foot the bill for a 
$25,000 election every two years right 
now. The proposed change would save 
the county that much every four years. 

Tabor, however, isn’t a fan.  
“I don’t like it because of what it 

does for the straight-party vote,” he 
said. “The governor’s race becomes a 
down ticket race, secondary to the 
presidential race.” 

Kentucky’s County Clerks Associa-
tion is in favor of the proposal. 

If approved, Kentucky would save 
$2 million and its 120 counties $15 
million in a four-year election cycle. 

 

2023 one of warmest 
 
KY TODAY 

Kentucky’s 2023 was one of the 
warmest years on record, and in some 
cities the warmest year ever, according 
to data from the National Weather 
Service offices that serve the state. 

The three cities that had the 
warmest average annual temperature 
in 2023 were Louisville at 61.0 de-
grees (Fahrenheit), Lexington at 59.2 
degrees, and Jackson with 59.1 de-
grees.  In addition, both Louisville (1.3 
inches) and Lexington (0.9 inches) had 
their least snowy years on record.  
Jackson also experienced its 10th dri-
est year on record. 

Two cities had their second-
warmest year on record: Paducah with 
an average annual temperature of 60.7 
degrees and Bowling Green with 60.8 
degrees.  Bowling Green also had its 
least snowy year on record with just a 
trace of snow measured there, while 
Paducah never had the temperature 
drop below 20 degrees during 2023. 

Frankfort and the Henderson-
Evansville area experienced their fifth 
warmest year with an average annual 
temperature of 59.2 degrees at Hen-
derson-Evansville, and 57.6 degrees in 
the Capital City.  

In the Ashland-Huntington area, 
2023 was tied for the ninth warmest 
year, with an average annual tempera-
ture of 58.2 degrees.  

Covington did not crack the top 10 
warmest years in 2023, as its average 
annual temperature was 56.5 degrees, 
which was only good for 15th place in 
the record books. 

London, the other climate reporting 
station in Kentucky, had a sensor out-
age, leaving its annual data character-
ized as “Missing.” 

 

Pesticide training courses 
Crittenden County Extension Service 

will be hosting a series of monthly 
chemical applicator trainings through 
March. These courses are for anyone 
who needs to be certified or re-certi-
fied for spraying pesticides or herbi-
cides at home or on the farm. It also 
provides those applicators a certifica-
tion to purchase some restricted 
chemicals. These three-hour classes 
are scheduled for 6 p.m., on Jan. 30; at 
6 p.m., on Feb. 8; at 8 a.m., on Feb. 
21; at 8 a.m., on March 6 and at 6 
p.m., on March 19. Training sessions 
will be at Crittenden County Extension 
Annex on U.S. 60 East. 
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Emily Tinsley

50 YEARS AGO 
January 17, 1974 
n The Corps of Engineers announced a 
plan to lease the Dam 50 property to the 
city and county as a recreational area 
when Smithland Dam was complete and 
Dam 50 was no longer needed. 
n Crittenden County Board of Education 
hired Roy Cherry of Hiseville in Barren 
County as the new high school football 
coach. Cherry was an offensive and de-
fensive lineman at Ft. Campbell where he 
was twice named most valuable player 
and made the All-Army team once and 
honorable mention three times.  
n Marion Rotary Club surpassed its 
$10,000 goal to buy a cardiac intensive 
care unit for Crittenden County Hospital. 
Just over $11,200 was raised to equip a 
two-bed coronary care unit with heart 
monitors and a central nurse’s station. 
n Bill Cunningham opened a private law 
practice in Eddyville. He returned to Lyon 
County after four years in the U.S. Army, 
reaching a rank of captain and serving in 
Germany, Vietnam and Korea.  

25 YEARS AGO 
January 21, 1999 
n City of Marion purchased the Siemens 
Electromechanical Components property 
for $2.5 million as part of an agreement for 

the county’s largest manufacturing em-
ployer to bring in four new lines, creating 
up to 84 jobs. Under the contract, Siemens 
agreed to lease about three-fourths of the 
building it would occupy 
n The Lady Rockets (8-7) won their sec-
ond straight Second Region All A champi-
onship, beating Lyon County 54-44. 
CCHS’s leading scorers were Summer 
Smith with 25 points and Ashley Turley 12. 
n Rocket Football’s awards banquet rec-
ognized the following varsity players: Doug 
Campbell, Terry Woodall, Jeremy Wheeler, 
Brad Madden, Josh Cozart, Adam Young, 
Austin Turley, Brian Penn and Joey Rich. 
 

10 YEARS AGO 
January 16, 2014 
n Caldwell County residents voiced con-
cern over the location of the second phase 
of a new U.S. 641 to connect Marion with 
either Princeton or Eddyville. Concern 
arose after a preliminary route showed the 
road skirting Fredonia to the east and con-
necting to U.S. 62 near the interchange of 
I-69 east of Eddyville. 
n Marion resident Heath Martin joined the 
force of Marion Police Department. Martin, 
minister of Cave Springs General Baptist 
Church, had been a heavy equipment op-
erator for the county’s road crew. 
n Rocket Aaron Owen had 14 points and 
teammate Landon Young 11 in the Rock-
ets’ 7-point loss to Lyon County. 

Trinity Hayes receiving her award.
Fire Chief Scott Hurley presents Emily 
Shuecraft with certification.

Here’s a throw-back photograph from Crittenden County Amish Country 24 years 
ago this month showing snow-covered cornstalks off of Fords Ferry Road.
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Amazingly, we’ve done 
it. The United States has 
made it to its sixtieth pres-
idential election 
year. Consid-
ering all that 
has happened 
from 1789 un-
til today, that 
is a remarkable 
achievement. It 
has happened 
regularly ev-
ery four years. 
There have 
been times of 
horri昀c violence 
and the country 
even split apart 
for a while, but 
when it came 
time the pres-
ident in of昀ce 
conceded and 
congress effect-
ed a peaceful transfer of 
of昀ce.

Until 2021. 
Regardless of which side 

one might be on, or on 
no side at all, this should 
get our attention. I am an 
eternal (you can take that 
literally) optimist, but if we 
don’t stop attaching our-
selves to sick personalities 
and single issue voting we 
will be in for a rough ride 
for a generation, or longer. 
The accusation that the 
general population (which 
usually means “everybody 
but me and my friends and 
social and political equals) 
is not very bright has been 
made for millennia. It was 
this concern that slowed 
the progress of universal 
suffrage, which we did not 
allow here until 1920 (less 
than 100 years ago).

We are at the beginning 
of the process for the ma-
jor political parties (an-

other de昀cit of our nation) 
to choose who we get to 
choose from in Novem-

ber. I hesitate 
to say that our 
party system 
(something the 
framers of our 
c o n s t i t u t i o n 
warned against) 
is broken, but 
the de昀cit of 
courage has 
certainly made 
it fragile. Of all 
the emotions 
and attitudes 
that might be 
involved in mak-
ing decisions, 
fear, anger (es-
pecially righ-
teous anger), 
moral superi-
ority, and na-

tionalism must be among 
the worst. Yet, these are 
the very triggers that the 
media (egged on by some 
candidates) seem pleased 
to gin up among us.

If you are reading this, 
you hold in your hands (or 
are seeing on a screen) the 
best remedy we possess 
to regain a 昀rmer footing 
and set a better course for 
our nation, and at least for 
now, the world. Newspa-
pers and other local news 
sources that are free and 
independent are among 
the best antidotes to the 
nonsense that occasionally 
overtakes us as a nation.

The majority of what 
we see on screens is not 
original reporting. It is of-
ten carefully chosen and 
presented with hyperbolic 
headlines to provoke a re-
sponse. This “click-bait” 
(and it happens with ca-
ble news as well) leans our 

emotional responses to be-
lieving what is said, wheth-
er it is accurately present-
ed or not. Local news and 
newspapers have their 
昀aws, but they are local. 
The people are in the com-
munity and have a stake 
in what is done and said. 
They face their readers and 
listeners daily. 

The importance of this 
cannot be overempha-
sized. When a town loses 
its local news reporters, 
who will go to the public 
meetings that no one at-
tends unless they have a 
problem. News aggregators 
have no accountability, 
therefore they should be at 
least discounted and often 
ignored. If this happened, 
they would decrease, and 
local reporters and news-
papers could thrive again 
– online and print. We get 
what we pay for, and I fear 
we are paying the wrong 
people a lot of money to 
drag all of us through the 
muck together while we 
shout at each other.

Thomas Jefferson, one 
of the more enigmatic ar-
chitects of our nation, 
believed that better infor-
mation would lead people 
to make better decisions. 
Here is an excerpt from a 
letter of Jefferson dated 
January 16, 1787.

“I am persuaded myself 
that the good sense of the 
people will always be found 
to be the best army. They 
may be led astray for a mo-
ment, but will soon correct 
themselves. The people are 
the only censors of their 
governors; and even their 
errors will tend to keep 
these to the true princi-
ples of their instruction...

The way to prevent these 
irregular interpositions of 
the people is to give them 
full information of their af-
fairs through the channel 
of public papers, and to 
contrive that those papers 
should penetrate the whole 
mass of people. The basis 
of our government being 
the opinion of the people, 
the very 昀rst object should 
be to keep that right; and 
were it left to me to decide 
whether we should have a 
government without news-
papers, or newspapers 
without a government, I 
should not hesitate a mo-
ment to prefer the latter. 
But I should mean that ev-
ery [person] should receive 
those papers, and be capa-
ble of reading them.”

I would add that a de-
cent education based on 
a morality that seeks the 
good of others and based 
on the golden rule “to do to 
others as you would have 
done to you,” is also nec-
essary. Our morality and 
thinking about the value of 
other people is the key to 
how we discern what we 
read.

So. Here we go. Another 
election year – God be with 
us.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

Keep informed, make good decisions

Eternal life is a free gift received by faith

n Suicidal thoughts? Stop! Email dbrantpc@tds.net and 
request a video link that hopefully will change your mind.
n Fredonia Unity Baptist Church’s clothes closet is open 
from 9 a.m. to noon on the second and fourth Saturday of 
every month.
n First Baptist Church of Fredonia food pantry is open from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. the third Thursday of each month in Cole-
man Hall of the church.
n The clothes closet at Mexico Baptist Church is open from 
9 to 11:30 a.m. each Monday.

Community Events & News

Question: At school, my 
friends have all kinds of 
opinions about how to get 
to heaven. Many think if you 
live a good life and help oth-
ers, you will eventually make 
it. Will all people ultimately 
go to heaven if they try hard 
enough?

Answer: Unfortunately, 
many people believe moral 
living and doing good works 
will get them to heaven. 
Others conveniently believe 
everyone will go to heav-
en. However, according to 
God’s Word, the Bible, these 
views are simply wrong. Not 
all people will end up in 
heaven. In fact, Jesus said, 
“Enter through the narrow 
gate. For wide is the gate 
and broad is the road that 
leads to destruction, and 

many enter through it” (Mt. 
7:13).

Since the fall of Adam and 
Eve in Genesis 3, everyone 
has inherited from Adam a 
carnal, 昀eshly nature that’s 
inclined to sin. People make 
sinful choices because they 
are sinners by nature. Be-
cause we inherit a sin-nature 
and we sin, we receive the 
consequences of sin—death 
and separation from God 
and eternal punishment. 

God is holy and just and 
His character requires that 

He punishes sin. Jesus 
paid the price for the sins 
of the world, and those who 
trust and follow him, are 
forgiven. Eternal life with 
God and other believers is 
a free gift that’s received by 
faith. The Bible teaches, “It 
is by grace you have been 
saved, through faith—and 
this not from yourselves, it 
is the gift of God—not by 
works, so that no one can 
boast” (Eph. 2:8, 9).

Send your questions to: 
bob@bobhardison.com

AAsskk tthhee PPaassttoorr
By Bob Hardison



A visit to the old Crittenden Hotel on East Carlisle Street

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

After the great 昀re March 
28, 1905 that destroyed 
all of Marion’s business 
district, it wasn’t long un-
til plans were being made 
to rebuild the businesses 
district, and that included 
a much-needed hotel for 
Marion.  

–––
Rebirth of a Street

Mr. T. J Yandell and J. 
H. Orme were going to 
build a 昀ne hotel on the 
lot where the former hotel 
stood, which was the Gill 
House, and it would be 
called the Twentieth Cen-
tury Inn.  

From items found in 
The Crittenden Press dat-
ed June 1, 1905, Marion 
Clark has been employed 
by Mr. Yandell and Orme 
to oversee the erection 
of their hotel on Bank 
Street (E. Carl-
isle Street), and 
he has a force of 
workmen now 
busy dressing the 
rough material.

In August 
1905, The Press 
tells us that the 
brick work on 
the Yandell & 
Orme Hotel was 
complete and the 
foundation for 
the kitchen and 
dining room in 
the rear was be-
gun.  

In November 
1905, the new 
hotel was com-
pleted and ready 
for business. One of the 
昀rst businesses to be lo-
cated in one of the ground 
昀oor rooms was Metz & 
Sedberry Barbers. 

The name Twentieth 
Century Inn must not 
have ever really been of-
昀cial, for in the ad, it is 
called The Hotel Critten-
den, later to be changed to 
just the Crittenden Hotel, 
which we all remember it 
by.

–––
Hotel Memories

In Sept. 30, 1976, the 
late Mr. Ted Boston shared 
some of his fond memories 
about the once popular 
hotel to The Crittenden 
Press reporter.

There was a time when 
it wasn’t unusual to have 
to sit and wait awhile in 
order to eat at the Critten-
den Hotel. In those days 
there were six passenger 
trains a day through Mar-
ion, three northbound 
and three southbound. 
Even though there were 
two other hotels in Mari-

on, one where the Farm-
ers Bank stands now and 
another where Williams 
and Faughn’s of昀ce is, the 
Crittenden Hotel was the 
place to stay.

The hotel kept a horse 
drawn bus to meet the 
trains and carry visitors 
to the hotel, but in 1912 
the horse was replaced 
with an International Au-
to-buggy, with solid rub-
ber tires about three feet 
high.

The trains and the trav-
eling salesmen they car-
ried to town were the keys 
to hotel business. Sales-
men had to stay overnight 
in those years before cars 
and passable roads.  Flu-
orspar business was in full 
blast and these traveling 
businessmen had to have 
a place to stay.  The lodg-

ing was $1.50 
a night, and 
meals were 75 
cents.  It sure 
didn’t hurt 
business any 
knowing what 
good food wait-
ed the visitors.

At this time 
all the rooms 
were heated 
with the 昀re-
places, and 
there wasn’t 
any plumbing. 
All the rooms 
were equipped 
with a wash-
stand and 
a bowl and 
pitcher.  

A young school boy 
would be hired to come 
to the hotel each morning 
before he went to school 
to clean out the ashes in 
the 昀replaces, take them 
downstairs to empty the 
coal bucket and re昀ll it 
with coal.  Then back up 
the stairs with the coal 
to restart the 昀re in each 
room that had guests.  For 
his pay, a lunch was pre-
pared for him in the kitch-
en each day.

For the convenience of 
the salesmen, at the rear 
of the hotel was a small 
display building for their 
wares.  Salesmen would 
open their trunks there, 
and the town’s merchants 
would come to buy what 
they wanted.

Then as in later years, 
part of the lower 昀oor 
was devoted into shops. 
J. C. Bourland had a job 
printing shop and sold of-
昀ce supplies. Moore and 
Pickens had a dress shop, 
and Metz & Sedberry bar-
ber shop had an ad that 

read: Good bath, clean 
shave and smooth hair 
cut makes one look gen-
tlemanly and intelligent.  
Judge Moore’s law of昀ce 
was also located here.

In 1924 Mr. A. S. Can-
non took charge of the 
Crittenden Hotel. During 
his stay he added the 
former Woods residence 
as an annex to the ho-
tel. (This is the Wheeler’s 
2-story home on the cor-
ner).  His wife Myrtle, ran 
the boarding house.  Peo-
ple would stay there but 
they would go to the hotel 
for their meals.

–––
End of an Era

By 1976 the The Crit-
tenden Hotel was a name 
which had long outlived its 
function as such. The au-
tomobile spelled the death 
of the hotel. When tran-
sient business started to 
drop off, rooms were rent-
ed out to permanent lodg-
ers. And even this came to 
an abrupt halt when a 昀re 
gutted its second 昀oor a 
few years back.

The building was next 

sold Robert Brantley and 
Dr. Byron Jay in 1976. 
Many people can remem-
ber different businesses 
that were located on the 
ground 昀oor for many 
years. At this time, Fash-
ion Beauty Salon, Mar-
ion Shoe Store and H & 
R Block occupied some 
of the ground 昀oor rental 
space.  It was a popular 
and busy part of Carlisle 
Street for many years.  

Early in December of 
1991 the roof blew off 
during a storm, and fell 
into the street and hit the 
side of the former Marion 

Dry Cleaner’s building. 
Mr. Tink Hicklin told the 
Press that “it shook the 
whole building,” it remind-
ed him of an earthquake. 
It broke one of the dry 
cleaners’ front windows on 
the second 昀oor.

Owners of the old hotel 
at the time, Norma and 
Doug Binkley, told that 
they had put a new metal 
roof on the old building in 
1987 and that the building 
was mainly used for stor-
age.

The Binkleys had start-
ed to tear down the old 
building soon after the 
roof was blown off, but 
on March 10, 1992, just 
a few months later, a win-
ter storm of rain and snow 
proved too much for the 
roof and the weight of it 
pushed out the back wall.  

That was the end of the 
historical hotel building, 
and it was torn down in 
just a few weeks.   

–––
Hotels of the past

Marion did have a few 
other hotels thorough the 
years, but never really any 
history written about them 
as was with the Crittenden 
Hotel. There was the Cam-
eron House, the Marion 
Hotel, Cook’s Hotel, and 
the Gill House, although 
these weren’t all operating 
at the same time.

–––
New Buildings in 1905
During the time in 

1905 when the new hotel 
was being constructed on 
Bank Street, just across 
the street other new brick 
buildings were also being 
built.  The new Post Of昀ce 
building, as it was called, 
would not only house the 
new post of昀ce but several 
of昀ces would be available 
on the second 昀oor.  The 
new Haynes and Taylor 
Drug Store was also in-
cluded with the post of昀ce 
building. This building 
is still standing today.  It 
used to hold the Marion 
Dry Cleaners and sever-
al other businesses have 

been in the rooms where 
the Haynes and Taylor 
Drug Store was located 
right next to the dry clean-
ers.  

Upstairs of昀ces would 
have J. B. Kevil &  Co. In-
surance; Dr. Fred Nunn, 
dentist; Dr. J. B. Perry, 
physician; and Herbert 
Rodgers, artist of water 
color and China painting.

Besides the barber shop 
of Metz & Sedberry, H. F. 
Foster, would soon be in 
his new barber shop on 
Bank Street. Mr. Foster 
had two chairs his new 
shop had a bath tub and 
appliances for hot and 
cold baths.  

 The barbers had 
a meeting and agreed that 
they would stay open until 
8 o’clock Monday through 
Friday, but on Saturdays 
they would stay open until 
midnight.

With all the new build-
ings and of昀ces becoming 
available, the future of 
Bank Street would soon be 
the busiest street in Mar-
ion, with the Crittenden 
Hotel being the center of 
the activity.

–––
I guess it’s hard for the 

younger generation today 
to think of Marion as a 
once busy town. I remem-
ber as a child in the 50s 
that most all the stores 
stayed open until at least 
8 o’clock at night and later 
on Saturdays. I remember 
my father getting a hair 
cut late on Saturday night 
and we’d sit in the car and 
watch the traf昀c on Main 
St, and people shopping 
in the stores until he got 
through and maybe have 
some ice cream from the 
City Drug Store.  

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical Soci-
ety. Much more local histo-
ry can be found at OurFor-
gottenPassages.blogspot.
com).
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The new post of昀ce building was built the same time the 
Crittenden Hotel was in 1905, right across the street.  Be-
sides being Marion’s new post of昀ce, it had rooms for 
other businesses to rent. Bank Street, as it was called 
then, later became East Carlisle Street and was one of 
Marion’s busiest sections of town.

The old Crittenden Hotel had a long and colorful history, 
from being a busy hotel for businessmen and travelers in 
the early days to a  well-known dining place in later years.



wanted
Looking for hay ground/pasture 
ground. Will pay by the bale 
and/or by the acre. Call or text 
(270) 704-1787. (12-12-p)

employment
$16.20 MINIMUM WAGE!!  
SIGN-ON BONUSES FOR 
MOST POSITIONS!!  Earle C. 
Clements Job Corps Academy 
is seeking employees. We offer 
a competitive salary, bene昀ts 
package, and advancement 
opportunities.  MTC is an equal 
opportunity employer-Minori-
ty/Female/Disabled/Veteran. 
To view current openings,  
view quali昀cations, and apply, 
please visit our website: www.
mtcjobs.com “Building Tomor-
row’s Futures Today” (tfc-c)

services
CONCRETE WORK: Parking 
lots, garages, steel buildings, 
walls, sidewalks, driveways, 
room additions, rock drive-
ways, clean ditches. Call for 
quote (270) 724-4672, Joe 
Mattingly Concrete Construc-
tion. (20t-9-p)

legal notices
Notice is hereby given that La 
Cantina LLC is applying for a 
liquor license in Marion, Ken-
tucky. This is an opportunity for 
public comment. For inquiries 
or objections, contact Gracie 
Bruce at graciebruce323@
gmail.com. Published on Jan. 
11-Feb. 1, 2024. (4t-5-c)

COMMONWEALTH OF 
KENTUCKY

CRITTENDEN CIRCUIT 
COURT

CASE NO. 23-CI-00014
KEVIN MYATT, and his 

Wife, KIMBERLY MYATT  
PLAINTIFFS

v.
FLOYD ROBERTSON, 
SR. JAMES EDGAR 

ROBERTSON
MARSHALL LEE 

ROBERTSON
JAMES R. C. HAZEL

ARTHUR LEWIS MARSHALL
And unknown husbands, 

wives, widowers,
Widows, heirs,

Grantees, devisees, personal
Representatives, successors 

and  Assigns; and any 
unknown owners,

Heirs, devisees, legatees, 
grantees, Representatives, 

assigns and all persons 
claiming any right, title or

interest in or lien upon any 
of the  lands described; and 

generally all persons whom it 
may concern,; CRITTENDEN 

COUNTY KENTUCKY;
DEFENDANTS

NOTICE OF SALE
Pursuant to a Judgment and 
Order of Sale in the above 
styled action, the Commission-
er will offer for sale on or about 
the hour of 10:00 a.m., January 
23, 2024, at public auction to 
the highest bidder at the Crit-
tenden County Of昀ce Complex 
at 200 Industrial Drive, Marion, 
Kentucky, the following de-
scribed property:
Approx. 130.14 acres
State Route 365
Crittenden County, Kentucky 
PVA Parcel Number 077-00-
00-008.00
T-1 (Survey dated 7/11/07)
Iron pins set are 1/2x24 inch re-
bar with plastic cap stamped “B 
J MAY LS 878”. Other corners 
marked as noted.
BEGINNING at an iron pin set 
at the southeast comer of the 
intersection of Ky. 365 and 
Chandler Farm Road, being 30 
ft. East of the center of Ky. 365 
and 15 ft. south of the center 
of Chandler Farm Road, be-
ing about 2 miles north of the 
junction of Ky. 365 and U.S. 
60 and at approximate Ken-
tucky coordinates (south zone) 
N. 413,300 ft., E. 1,341,600 
ft.; thence with the meanders 
of the south side of Chandler 
Farm Road S. 45 deg. 10 min. 
11 sec. E. 30.07 ft., S. 19 deg. 
47 min. 35 sec. W. 210.82 ft., 
S. 20 deg. 14 min. 56 sec. E. 
158.74 ft., and S. 17 deg. 02 
min. 41 sec. E. 183.31 ft. to 
an iron pin set 15 ft. from the 
center of the road, corner to 
T-2 (this survey); thence with 
the lines of T-2 N. 76 deg. 01 
min. 19 sec. W. 59.28 ft. to an 
iron pin set, S. 27 deg. 15 min. 
47 sec. E. 841.00 ft. to an iron 
pin set, S. 34 deg. 35 min. 52 
sec. W. 660.58 ft. to an iron 
pin set, and S. 68 deg. 00 min. 
00 sec. E. 890.38 ft. to an iron 
pin set in Rogers Group line 
(d.b.113 p.294); thence with 
their lines S. 21 deg. 56 min. 
02 sec. W. 520.01 ft. to an iron 
pin set, S. 60 deg. 16 min. 19 
sec. E. 512.51 ft. to an iron pin 
found, S. 09 deg. 53 min. 15 
sec. E. 85.32 ft. to an iron pin 
found, and S. 04 deg. 11 min. 
24 sec. E. 12.92 ft. to a point 
in the center of a branch, cor-

ner to Rogers Group (d.b.188 
p.493); thence up the center of 
the branch with its meanders 
S. 62 deg. 41 min. 50 sec. W. 
32.65 ft., S. 31 deg. 26 min. 26 
sec. W. 33.02 ft., S. 48 deg. 43 
min. 41 sec. W. 34.64 ft., S. 74 
deg. 06 min. 22 sec. W. 58.91 
ft., S. 73 deg. 06 min. 14 sec. 
W. 64.37 ft., S. 64 deg. 03 min. 
21 sec. W. 122.62 ft., S. 49 
deg. 55 min. 32 sec. W. 114.26 
ft., S. 01 deg. 29 min. 50 sec. 
E. 30.01 ft., S. 56 deg. 55 min. 
37 sec. W. 73.27 ft., S. 48 deg. 
49 min. 42 sec. W. 78.01 ft., 
S. 26 deg. 22 min. 50 sec. W. 
52.69 ft., S. 65 deg. 24 min. 13 
sec. W. 40.90 ft., S. 17 deg. 43 
min. 32 sec. W. 23.86 ft., and 
S. 45 deg. 13 min. 14 sec. W. 
53.57 ft. to an iron pin found, 
thence leaving the branch and 
continuing with Rogers Group 
lines S. 47 deg. 49 min. 09 sec. 
W. 1185.30 ft. to an iron rod 
found, and N. 37 deg. 56 min. 
24 sec. W. 88.68 ft. to an iron 
pin found, comer to Wither-
spoon (d.b.157 p.211); thence 
with his line N. 36 deg. 24 min. 
10 sec. W. 156.57 ft. to an iron 
pin set, corner to McGuf昀n 
(d.b.206 p.347); thence with 
his lines N. 61 deg. 20 min. 19 
sec. W. 456.93 ft. to an iron pin 
set, N. 22 deg. 31 min. 31 sec. 
E. 412.33 ft. to an iron pin set, 
N. 02 deg. 18 min. 02 sec. E. 
487.92 ft. to an iron pin set, and 
N. 53 deg. 37 min. 41 sec. W. 
965.82 ft. to an iron pin set on 
the east side of and 30 ft. from 
the center of Ky. 365; thence 
with the meanders of the east 
side of the highway N. 32 deg. 
59 min. 18 sec. E. 1321.86 ft. 
to an iron pin set, N. 32 deg. 58 
min. 32 sec. E. 569.53 ft., N. 32 
deg. 37 min. 15 sec. E. 348.00 
ft. to an iron pin set, N. 26 deg. 
44 min. 44 sec. E. 189.58 ft., 
N. 17 deg. 33 min. 20 sec. E. 
241.00 ft., and N. 08 deg. 47 
min. 55 sec. E. 124.22 ft. to the 
beginning containing 112.94 
acres more or less according 
to a survey by Billy J. May of 
J & J Land Surveys, 昀nished 
July 10, 2007. This is part of 
the property described in Deed 
Book 206 page 769 (all of T-I 
and part of T-III).
T-1 (survey dated 11/7/07)
Iron pins set are ½ X 24 inch 
rebar with plastic cap stamped 
“BJ MAY LS 878”. 
BEGINNING at an iron pin set 
in the northwest corner of the 
intersection of Ky. 365 and 
Baker Hollow Road, being 30 
ft. from the center of Ky. 365 
and 15 ft. from the center of 
Baker Hollow Road, being at 
approximate Kentucky coordi-
nates (south zone) N. 413,300 
ft., E. 1,341,600 ft.; thence with 
the north line of Baker Hollow 
Road N. 69 deg. 02 min. 01 
sec. W. 248.08 to an iron pin 
set in the north line of Baker 
Hollow Road and the center of 
the old road and being 52.24 
ft. east of the southeast corner 
of the T-2 (this survey); thence 
with the meanders of the old 
road and original lines N. 18 
deg. 56 min. 22 sec. E. 454.39 
ft. to an iron pin set, N. 08 deg. 
07 min. 06 sec. W. 336.45 ft. to 
an iron pin set, N. 17 deg. 30 
min. 04 sec. W. 184.99 ft. to an 
iron pin set, N. 08 deg. 38 min. 
13 sec. W. 202.45 ft. to an iron 
pin set, and N. 13 deg. 14 min. 
35 sec. E. 543.02 ft. to an iron 
pin set in Walker’s south line 
(d.b. 115 p. 494); thence with 
line S. 83 deg. 31 min. 22 sec. 
E. 161.18 ft. to an iron pin set 
in Phillip’s west line (d.b. 170 
p. 391); 
thence with her line S. 27 deg. 
17 min. 58 sec. E. 926.57 ft. to 
an iron pin set on the west side 
of and 30 ft. from the center of 
Ky. 365; thence with the me-
anders of the west side of the 
highway S. 17 deg. 33 min. 20 
sec. W. 238.56 ft., S. 26 deg. 
44 min. 44 sec. W. 180.07 ft., 
S. 32 deg. 09 min. 59 sec. W. 
163.58 ft., S. 33 deg. 02 min. 
21 sec. W. 179.08 ft., and S. 32 
deg. 52 min. 28 sec. W. 283.85 
ft. to the beginning containing 
17.20 acres more or less ac-
cording to a survey of Billy J. 
May of J & J Land Surveys, 
昀nished Feb. 06, 2007 and 
revised Nov. 07, 2007. This is 
part of the property described 
in deed book 206 page 769, 
being part of T-III. 
SOURCE OF TITLE: Being a 
part of the same property (113 
acres) conveyed to E.W. (Ed-
gar Walker) Phillips by Deed 
dated October 5, 1888 and 
recorded in Deed Book “W”, at 
Page 236. 
E.W. Phillips died intestate, 
See Af昀davit of Descent of re-
cord in Deed Book 67, at Page 
508, and his heirs at law were 
six in number as follows:
L.O. Phillips, Annie Z. Robin-
son, E.O. Phillips, S.B. Phillips, 
Dulcie E. Hazel, and John T. 
Phillips. See Af昀davit of De-
scent of record in Deed Book 
67, at Page 508; 

L.O. (Lee Otis) Phillips, died 
intestate November 16, 1963 
and his 1/6 interest vested in 
Bessie L. Phillips. See Af昀davit 
of Descent of record in Deed 
Book 247, at Page 661. 
Bessie L. Phillips Scott (same 
person as Bessie L. Phillips) 
et vire conveyed her 1/6th un-
divided interest to E.O. Phillips 
by Deed dated December 18, 
1973 and recorded in Deed 
Book 127, at Page 241; 
Annie Z. Robinson (same 
person as Annie Ze Phillips 
Robertson) died intestate her 
- interest vested in her heirs at 
law which were eight in num-
ber (1/48th undivided each) as 
follows: Velva Irene Robertson 
Wilson, Acey Floyd Robert-
son (same person as Floyd 
Robertson Sr.), James Edgar 
Robertson, Hobert Kennith 
(Kenneth) Robertson, Marshall 
Lee Robertson, Nelda Leen 
(Neldalene) Robertson Drisk-
ill, Mary Marjorie Robertson 
Walker, and Betty Doris Rob-
ertson Harwell. See Af昀davit 
of Descent of record in Deed 
Book 185, at Page 319. Mary 
Marjorie Robertson Walker, a 
single person, and Betty Doris 
Robertson Harwell et vire con-
veyed their undivided interest 
(1/24th) to Aubrey Phillips by 
Deed dated December 21, 
1999 and recorded in Deed 
Book 185, at Page 321. 
Hobert Kenneth Robertson 
died on February 2, 1993 intes-
tate and his heirs as law were 
vested with his 1/48th undivid-
ed interest which were as fol-
lows: Donna Jane Kemp and 
Pamela Susan Braddock. See 
Af昀davit of Descent of record in 
Deed Book 186, at Page 186. 
Donna Jane Kemp et vire and 
Pamela Susan Braddock et 
vire conveyed their undivided 
interest to Aubrey Phillips by 
Deed dated December 21, 
1999 and recorded in Deed 
Book 185, at Page 321.
Velva Irene Wilson died intes-
tate and her 1/48th undivided 
interest vested in her spouse, 
James Thomas Wilson, and 
her children, Linnie Louise 
Wilson Howerton, Sadie Sue 
Wilson Little, and Kenneth 
Jay Wilson. See Af昀davit of 
Descent of record in Deed 
Book 128, at Page 597. James 
Thomas Wilson died intes-
tate and his undivided interest 
vested in Linnie Louise Wilson 
Howerton, Sadie Sue Wilson 
Little, and Kenneth Jay Wilson. 
Linnie Louise Wilson Hower-
ton et vire, Sadie Sue Wilson 
Little et vire, and Kenneth Jay 
Wilson et ux conveyed their 
undivided interest to Aubrey 
Phillips by Deed dated Decem-
ber 21, 1999 and recorded in 
Deed Book 186, at Page 228. 
Neldalene Robertson Driskill 
died intestate on April 23, 1995 
and her 1/48th undivided inter-
est vested in Cecelia Driskill 
Barker and Michael Driskill. 
See Af昀davit of Descent of 
record in Deed Book 189, at 
Page 192. 
Cecelia Driskill Barker et vire 
and Michael Driskill et ux con-
veyed their 1/48th undivided 
interest to Aubrey Phillips by 
Deed dated December 21, 
2000 and recorded in Deed 
Book 189, at Page 193.
S.B. (Samuel Boyd) Phillips 
died intestate on July 13, 1968 
and his 1/6th undivided interest 
vested in Leroy Phillips and 
Gloria Phillips Sholar.  See Af-
昀davit of Descent of record in 
Deed Book 247, at Page 663; 
Leroy Phillips et ux and Gloria 
Phillips Sholar et vire conveyed 
their 1/6th undivided interest 
to E.O. Phillips by Deed dated 
December 18, 1973 and re-
corded in Deed Book 127, at 
Page 241. 
Dulcie E. Hazel (same person 
as Edna Dulcie Phillips) died 
August 8, 1972 intestate and 
her undivided interest vested 
in Jettie Hazel Kinney, William 
Hazel, Audrey Hazel Trow-
bridge, James R. C. Hazel, 
and her daughter Mary Hazel 
Kuykendall predeceased and 
her issue took her share. See 
Af昀davit of Descent of record in 
Deed Book 187, at Page 407. 
Mary Hazel Kuykendall died 
August 3, 1965 intestate and 
her 1/30th undivided interest 
vested in her heirs which num-
bered four as follows: 
Gerald Marshall, Bernice 
Hiene, Roberta Kuykendall 
Brooks, and Authur L. Mar-
shall. See Af昀davit of Descent 
of Record in Deed Book 189, at 
Page 265. 
Roberta Kuykendall Brooks 
(then known as Roberta 
Kuykendall, a single person) 
conveyed her 1/120th interest 
to E.O. Phillips by Deed dated 
December 18, 1973 and re-
corded in Deed Book 127, at 
Page 241; 
Audrey Hazel Trowbridge died 
intestate on August 2, 1965 
and her 1/30th undivided in-

terest vested in Delores Percia 
and Marion Neibel. See Af昀da-
vit of Descent of record in Deed 
Book 187, at Page 409. 
Jettie Hazel Kinney et vire 
(1/30th undivided interest) and 
Delores Percia et vire and Mar-
ion Neibel et ux (1/30th undi-
vided interest) conveyed their 
respective interests to Aubrey 
Phillips by Deed dated Au-
gust 21, 2000 and recorded in 
Deed Book 187, at Page 410. 
(conveying a 1/15th undivided 
interest)
Gerald Marshall et ux (1/20th 
undivided interest) and Bernice 
Hiene, a single person (1/120th 
undivided interest), conveyed 
their respective interests to 
Aubrey Phillips by Deed dated 
March __, 2001 and recorded 
in Deed Book 189, at Page 
266. 
William Hazel died intestate 
and his 1/30th undivided inter-
est vested in his heirs, Lorene 
Hazel, spouse, and Daneen 
Hazel Beaver.  See Af昀davit 
of Descent of record in Deed 
Book 194, at Page 54. 
Lorene Hazel, a single person, 
(1/60th undivided interest), 
Daneen Hazel Beaver et vire 
(1/60th undivided interest), 
conveyed their respective inter-
ests to Aubrey Phillips by Deed 
dated August 23, 2002 and re-
corded in Deed Book 194, at 
Page 55.  (conveying 1/30th 
undivided interest in total)
John T. Phillips (same person 
as John J. Phillips) died intes-
tate on April 17, 1962 and his 
1/6th undivided interest vested 
in his heirs: Edna Phillips Stew-
ard and Buell T. Phillips.  See 
Af昀davit of Descent of record in 
Deed Book 182, at Page 634. 
Edna Phillips Steward et vire 
conveyed her 1/12th undivid-
ed interest to E.O. Phillips by 
Deed dated December 18, 
1973 and recorded in Deed 
Book 127, at Page 241.
 Buell T. Phillips died intestate 
and his 1/12th undivided in-
terest vested in Buell Timothy 
Phillips, Jr., Rose Shipp, and 
Loretta Price.  See Af昀davit 
of Descent of record in Deed 
Book 182, at Page 635. 
Buell Timothy Phillips Jr., et ux, 
Rose Shipp, a single person, 
and Loretta Price et vire con-
veyed their undivided interest 
to Aubrey Phillips by Deed 
dated February 2, 1999 and 
recorded in Deed Book 182, at 
Page 636. 
E.O. (Edgar Ovel) Phillips died 
intestate on April 16, 1982 and 
his undivided interest vested 
in his heirs which were 昀ve in 
number as follows:  Vera Phil-
lips, Robert Phillips, Earl Phil-
lips, and Aubrey Phillips.  See 
Af昀davit of Descent of record in 
Deed Book 145, at Page 367. 
Vera Phillips, a single person, 
Robert Phillips et ux, Ernest 
Phillips et ux, and Earl Phillips 
et ux conveyed their respective 
undivided interests to Aubrey 
Phillips by Deed dated July 16, 
1982 and recorded in Deed 
Book 145, at Page 368. 
Aubrey Phillips, now de-
ceased, died intestate and title 

was vested in his heirs as fol-
lows: Linn Phillips, spouse, and 
Phyllis Hinchee, Janet Phillips 
Hollis, and Ronnie Phillips. See 
Af昀davit of Descent of record in 
Deed Book 205, at Page 311. 
Linn Phillips, a single person, 
Phyllis Kay Hinchee et vire, 
Janet Phillips, a single per-
son, and Ronnie Phillips, a 
single person, conveyed their 
interest to Phyllis Kay Hinchee 
and Charles Richard Hinchee, 
by Alan C. Stout, Trustee, by 
Deed dated November 10, 
2066 and recorded in Deed 
Book 206, at Page 769. 
Phyllis Kay Hinchee et vire 
conveyed to Ronnie Phillips 
the real property which has 
outstanding undivided inter-
ests to Ronnie Phillips by Deed 
dated November 13, 2007 and 
recorded in Deed Book 210, at 
Page 43.
Ronnie Phillips, a single per-
son, having conveyed a part of 
the property to Kevin Myatt and 
his wife, Kimberly Myatt, by 
Deed dated July 22, 2022 and 
recorded in Deed Book 246, at 
Page 150. 
ALL  REFERENCES  HERE-
IN  TO  THE  CRITTENDEN  
COUNTY  COURT  CLERK’S  
OFFICE. 
THE DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PROPERTY CONVEYED 
HEREIN WAS PROVIDED 
TO THE DRAFTSMAN BY 
THE PLAINTIFF AND THE 
DRAFTSMAN DOES NOT 
CERTIFY THE ACCURACY 
OF THE SAME NOR ANY EX-
ISTING EASEMENTS
Terms: The following terms are 
in effect unless otherwise men-
tioned above:
At the time of sale, the suc-
cessful bidder shall either pay 
full cash or make a deposit of 
ten percent (10%) of the pur-
chase price with the balance 
on credit for thirty (30) days.  If 
the purchase price is not paid in 
full, the successful bidder shall 
execute a bond at the time of 
sale with suf昀cient surety to 
secure the unpaid balance of 
the purchase price.  The bond 
shall bear interest at the rate of 

6% from the date of sale until 
paid.  In the event the success-
ful bidder is one of the parties, 
they shall be allowed a credit 
against the purchase price of 
their pro rata interest and pay 
over to the Master Commis-
sioner the balance.  To the ex-
tent applicable, the property will 
be sold subject to the statutory 
right of redemption.  The pur-
chaser shall be responsible for 
ad valorem taxes for the year 
2023 and subsequent years.  
No written bids are allowed and 
any announcements made at 
the sale take precedence over 
printed matter contained here-
in.  The Master Commission-
er does not warrant title.  The 
Master Commissioner only 
conveys pursuant to the Judg-
ment and Order of Sale.  The 
successful bidder has 10 days 
after the sale to examine title 
and 昀le exceptions.
Dated this the 14th day of Dec, 
2023.
REBECCA J. JOHNSON
MASTER COMMISSIONER
217 WEST BELLVILLE 
STREET
P.O. BOX 415
MARION, KENTUCKY 42064
270-965-2222
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
I hereby certify that a true copy 
of the foregoing was electroni-
cally 昀led with the Clerk’s of昀ce 
and mailed on this the 14th day 
of Dec., 2023, to the following:
Christopher Stearns
Warning Order Attorney
109 South Morgan Street
Morgan昀eld, KY 42437
Robert B. Frazer
Frazer Law Of昀ce 
P.O. Box 364
Marion, KY 42064
REBECCA JOHNSON
MASTER COMMISSIONER 
(3t-03-c)
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The second week of the 
2024 Legislative Session con-
cluded on Friday and week 
three began Tuesday follow-
ing the civil rights leader Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. holi-
day.  

President Ronald Reagan 
signed the King Holiday Bill 
into law on Nov. 2, 1983, 
designating a federal holiday 
to be observed annually on 
the third Monday of January. 
This year, the holiday falls on 
King’s actual birthday as he 
was born on Jan. 15, 1929. 
First celebrated in 1986, the 
holiday has come to com-
memorate the strides this 
country has made in civil 
rights. King was a leader who 
strived for progress in racial 
equity and equality during 
the modern civil rights move-
ment.  A world leader who fo-
cused on change and 
progress, King is the only 
non-president to have a na-
tional holiday. State and 
local offices are closed and 
many businesses observe 
this important date. 

As outlined in my previous 
legislative update, the state 
income tax rate dropped an-
other half percent on Jan. 1. 
In your next paycheck, you 
should notice an increase in 
your take-home pay as a re-
sult. I remain committed to 
the further responsible re-
duction of the state income 
tax, which was made possi-
ble by 2022 legislation estab-
lishing a measured 
framework to achieve that 
goal while ensuring we main-
tain needed state revenue. 

The state House of Repre-
sentatives is still in the 
process of crafting its bien-
nial budget and road plan 
proposals. We continue to 
monitor the effort in the Sen-
ate in preparation for our 
time to offer our own recom-
mendations. I’ll keep you in-
formed on budget details as 
it progresses through the leg-
islative process. 

The first bill 
to pass from 
the Senate 
chamber and 
move to the 
House was 
Senate Bill 5, 
which is a 
measure we 
moved swiftly 
as it was desig-
nated as prior-
ity legislation. 
The measure removes the re-
quirement that resident own-
ers of farmlands must own 
five or more acres of land to 
be exempt from sport hunt-
ing and sport fishing license 
requirements when hunting 
or fishing on their property. 
The measure rectifies the 
concerns of sportsmen and 
Kentucky landowners by cor-
recting the statutory lan-
guage imposing the 
requirement from the 2023 
Regular Session. 

Oftentimes in 60-day ses-
sions, legislators remain 
laser-focused on crafting a 
conservative, fiscally sound 
budget.  Committee meetings 
this week have been light, 
though the Senate Family 
and Children Committee 
held an informational meet-
ing specific to Kentucky’s 
child care needs.  

With federal American Res-
cue Plan Act (ARPA) funds 
expiring in 2023, lawmakers 
heard from many concerned 
about early childhood educa-
tion during the interim.  Fol-
lowing COVID-mandated 
closures, federal funds pro-
vided stability for staff wages 
and relief for child care cen-
ters facing financial strug-
gles. Committee members 
cautioned against proposals 
for universal public pre-K 
from the executive branch.  
This one-size-fits-all ap-
proach to a complex issue 
would be beholden to the tra-
ditional school schedule and 
unable to meet the needs of 
many families who work the 

second shift and need care 
during the summer months. 
Over the course of the ses-
sion, we will continue to 
work toward practical solu-
tions to this very real prob-
lem many of us face.  

The Kentucky Senate Re-
publicans and members of 
our caucus have a more per-
sonal website, KYSenateRe-
publicans.com, where 
constituents and media 
members can find additional 
access and insight into Sen-
ate Majority Caucus Mem-
bers. We have information on 
committee meetings and 
floor action and include 
other important resources. 
You can find more informa-
tion about the bills I’m spon-
soring and other bills during 
this session by visiting this 
website. 

I’m excited for this session 
and take my responsibilities 
representing you seriously. 
You may find the status of 
any legislation by calling 
866-840-2835, get meeting 
information at 800-633-
9650, or leave a message for 
me at 800-372-7181. You 
can also watch live legislative 
activity at 
https://ket.org/live/ and fol-
low the process at Legisla-
ture.ky.gov. 

   
Senator Jason Howell, R-Murray, 
represents the 1st Senate District 
including Calloway, Crittenden, 
Fulton, Graves, Hickman, Lyon, 
and Trigg Counties. As the 2023 
Legislative Session convenes, he 
will serve as Senate Agriculture 
Committee chair. He will serve as 
a Banking and Insurance; Eco-
nomic Development, Tourism and 
Labor; and Licensing and Occu-
pations committee member. How-
ell will also serve as a Capital 
Projects and Bond Oversight 
Committee and Legislative Over-
sight and Investigations commit-
tee member. 
 

WATER 
Continued from page 1 

opportunities for fund-
ing.  

Over the last couple of 
years, Kentucky has in-
vested more than $700 
million in clean water 
projects, yet according to 
a recent Environmental 
Protection Agency Drink-
ing Water Infrastructure 
Needs Survey, the com-
monwealth stills has 
more than $7.8 billion in 
unmet needs for infra-
structure. Competition 
for assistance dollars is 
brutal at this stage. 

“We are going to see 
that this is solved so that 
you don't have to ever go 
through it again,” 
Beshear told Marion 
leaders in the summer of 
2022. 

Mr. Governor, we sure 
could use a hand right 
now.  

The entire legislative 
team representing Crit-
tenden and Livingston 
counties, and even Lyon 
because it is a wholesale 
customer of Crittenden-
Livingston Water District 
(CLWD), should be fully 
engaged with the details, 
the vision and the needs 
for the region’s drinking 
water future. Reviews of 
CLWD’s system demon-
strate a call to action for 
it to expand in order to 
meet demand whether 
Marion is a player in its 
future or not. 

We can’t wait for 
CLWD’s figurative dam to 
break, too, before some-
thing is done to shore up 
the system.  

With that in mind, 

Kentucky senators Jason 
Howell and Danny Car-
roll and state Represen-
tatives Jim Gooch, Chris 
Freeland and Randy 
Bridges must be dialed in 
to the situation in their 
districts. So should any 
of the individuals seeking 
their jobs, such as Lynn 
Bechler from Marion. 
County and municipality 
leaders in those commu-
nities must make sure 
their legislative contig-
nent understands the sit-
uation and its urgency. 

Right now, water is 
without question the top 
legislative priority for the 
districts these men serve. 
Its importance to sus-
tainability and growth 
cannot be overstated. 

Marion is at a fork in 
the road. As the Bible 
says, we cannot serve 
two masters. Should tax-
payer money be spent to 
chase rabbits along two 
paths? The town’s defin-
able options are whether 
to fully repair Lake 
George and rebuild Mar-
ion’s water plant to mod-
ern standards or to 
fast-track expansion of 
CLWD so it can viably 
meet needs of residential 
and commercial cus-
tomers in three counties 
for decades to come. 

Smart money says the 
path to prosperity is 
along a road to greater 
regionalization of our 
drinking water supply 
chain. We need visionary 
leadership right now. 
Who’s up to the task?  

Yogi’s advice on what 
to do at this fork in the 
road simply does not 
hold water. 

Marion Mayor D’Anna Browning has the ear of Sen. 
Jason Howell (R) Murray during a lunch meeting Satur-
day in Marion at the Front Porch restaurant alongside 
Crittenden County Judge-Executive Perry Newcom.

ROUTE 
Continued from page 1 

along West Elm. 
Winters said approximately 60-

70 vehicles drop off and pick up 
students at the middle school 
campus each day. 

There will be no change to the 
traffic pattern for student drivers. 
They will continue to enter and 
exit campus along West Elm. 

Church of Christ parking lot at 
the end of Elm Street will be closed 
to parent pick-up. That parking 
area will be used for staff parking, 
as will the parking area near the 
stand of pine trees near the foot 
bridge over Rocket Creek. 

Superintendent Tonya Driver 
said the change in traffic patterns 
may cause confusion initially, but 
calls it a good problem, because it 
means construction is nearing on 
a long-awaited CCMS addition. 

Traffic changes were agreed 
upon after meetings with city and 
county law enforcement and 
school officials last week. 

“We’re obviously excited about 
the need to make these changes,” 
Driver said. “A new addition to our 
middle school is long overdue and 
will create an improved learning 
environment and resources for our 
students. With that addition, how-
ever, comes changes and our first 
priority is the safety of our stu-
dents.  

“The modifications to trans-
portation procedures are neces-
sary to protect that, and we 
appreciate the patience of our stu-
dents, staff, parents and commu-
nity as we grow this opportunity 
for our Rockets,” the superintend-
ent added. 

Crittenden County Board of Ed-
ucation approved construction of 
the new middle school addition at 
its November 2023 meeting. The 
two-story, $8.67 million building 
will include new classrooms, sci-
ence and computer labs, along 
with a canopy connecting the new 
building to the front of the middle 
school gym. Construction is esti-
mated to take 12-18 months.  

 

Outdoors enthusiasts 
have new opportunities 
with the recent opening 
of a wildlife management 
area bordering Critten-
den County in adjacent 
Webster County. 

The public-use area is 
located about halfway 
between Montezuma and 
Fishtrap bridges that 
span the Tradewater 
River. 

The developing bottom-
land hardwood forest in 
western Kentucky is the 
latest property being 
opened for public use by 
hunters, anglers and 
other outdoor adventur-
ers, the Kentucky Divi-
sion of Fish and Wildlife 
Resources announced 
last week. 

Blackford Oaks Wildlife 
Management Area (WMA) 
in southwestern Webster 
County includes 565 
acres of former row crop 
farmland now covered in 
oak trees planted for 
wildlife habitat.  It offers 
2.3 miles of shoreline 
along the Tradewater 
River and a small oxbow 
lake attractive to water-
fowl.  Winter flooding will 
submerge a portion of 
the WMA and create even 
more waterfowl hunting 
opportunities. 

Kentucky Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Re-
sources has opened 
Blackford Oaks WMA 
under statewide regula-
tions for all game 
species.  Hunting oppor-
tunities will include wa-
terfowl, wild turkey, 

squirrel and deer.   
Wildlife watchers, in-

cluding birders, cane ex-
pect to can encounter 
numerous species to ob-
serve or add to their life-
lists.  

Wildlife Regional Coor-
dinator Thomas Young III 
noted some of the oaks 
are approximately 20 
years old and beginning 
to produce acorns.  
Species present include 
swamp white oak, 
swamp chestnut oak, cy-
press, overcup oak, shell-
bark hickory and pin 
oak. 

“It’s one of the best for-
est regeneration projects 
I’ve ever seen as far as 
survival of the planted 
trees,” Young stated. 

The property’s planted 
mix of hardwood and 
softwood trees are now 
25-35 feet tall.  Sedge, 
rush and buttonbush are 
present in some of the 
small open areas. 

Blackford Oaks WMA 
is named for the nearby 
community of Blackford 
and the number of oaks 
planted on the property.  
Restoration began in the 
very early 2000s and was 
eventually released from 
U.S. Army Corp of Engi-

neers monitoring in 
2014.  It was created as a 
replacement for wetlands 
lost to surface coal min-
ing operations in Hop-
kins County in the 
1990s.  

The area was recently 
donated to Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife for the 
purpose of wildlife man-
agement and to perma-
nently protect aquatic 
resources and terrestrial 
wildlife habitat within the 
property by preserving, 
restoring and enhancing 
the property’s condition.  

The property has two 
parking areas but does 
not have boat ramps or 
interior roads. For boat-
in access, there is one 
ramp two miles down-
stream of the WMA, off 
KY 132 (Fishtrap Bridge), 
and a second ramp lo-
cated 2.6 miles upstream 
of the WMA, off KY 120 
(Montezuma Bridge). 
Boundaries of the new 

WMA are marked by yel-
low paint. 

Directions: From Prov-
idence, take KY 109 
North/West to KY 143. 
Turn left onto KY 143 
and travel 2.8 miles to 
W.A. Henry Road.  Turn 
left onto W.A. Henry 
Road and travel 0.5 miles 
to the WMA.  The parking 
area is on the left. A sec-
ond parking area is lo-
cated off Jack Brantley 
Lane. 

The WMA is the second 
in the area to open on the 
shore of Tradewater River 
in the last few years. Big 
Rivers WMA and State 
Forest, which straddles 
Crittenden and Union 
counties along the Trade-
water, is almost 7,575 
acres. It opened just over 
a decade ago, providing 
large and small game 
hunting, waterfowling, 
fishing, hiking and 
wildlife viewing.

New Chamber Directors Installed 
Directors of the Crittenden County Chamber of Commerce recited their 
service oath last week as they were sworn in to a two-year term. Marion 
City Administrator Diane Ford-Benningfield administered the oath to 
(from left) Rebecca Dunn, Andrea Shemwell and Dana Hayes.

WMA across Tradewater from Crittenden
New Public Access to Outdoors Activities

Second Week of Session 

Hunting bill first to pass senate
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Fifth District Standings 

   Here are the Fifth District standings 
for 2023-2024 season. 

GIRLS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    2-1       12-6 
Crittenden County           2-1       10-7 
Livingston Central           2-1        5-5 
Trigg County                    0-3       3-10 
 

BOYS 
Team                                   Dist     Overall 
Lyon County                    3-0       18-1 
Trigg County                    2-1        6-7 
Livingston Central           1-2       4-10 
Crittenden County           0-3       2-10 
 

Round the 5th District 

RECENT RESULTS 
Girls 

Muhlenberg Co. 72, Trigg Co. 46 
Union County at Livingston, ppd 
Christian Co. at Lyon Co., ppd 
Crittenden at Trigg County, ppd 

Boys 
Trigg County 80, Hopkins Central 77 
Livingston Cent. 85, Hickman Co. 52 
Union County at Livingston, ppd 
Webster Co. at Lyon County, ppd 
Crittenden at Trigg County, ppd 

 
UPCOMING GAMES 

Girls 
Jan 19 Lyon at Trigg 
Jan 19 Livingston at Crittenden 
Jan 20 Livingston at Mayfield 
Jan 20 Lyon at Union 
Jan 22 Madisonville at Lyon 
Jan 22 Stewart Co., TN at Livingston  
Jan 23 Trigg at Livingston 
 

Boys 
Jan 19 Lyon County at Trigg County 
Jan 19 Livingston at Crittenden Co. 
Jan 19 Lyon County at Trigg County 
Jan 20 Lyon Co. vs Woodford County 
Jan 22 Stewart Co. Tenn., at Livingston 
Jan 23 Lyon County at Madisonville  
Jan 23 Trigg Co. at Livingston Central 
 

GIRLS ALL A CLASSIC 
Opening Round 
Crittenden Co. 50, Dawson Springs 18 
Caldwell Co. 52, Heritage Christian 3 
Lyon County 56, Livingston Central 42 
Ft. Campbell, bye 
Semifinal Results 
Crittenden Co. 63, Caldwell Co. 47 
Lyon County 94, Ft. Campbell 15 
Championship Game 
Crittenden County 60, Lyon County 57 
 

BOYS ALL A CLASSIC 
Tuesday, Jan. 9 
UHA 63, Heritage Christian 42  
Dawson Springs 74, Ft. Campbell 54 
Lyon County 104, Crittenden Co. 55 
Caldwell Co. 72, Livingston 52 
Semifinal Results 
UHA 73, Dawson Springs 45 
Lyon Co. 92, Caldwell Co. 32 
Championship Game 
Lyon County 114, UHA 68 
  
OUTDOORS 

Hunting Seasons 

   Here are some of the most common 
hunting opportunities currently in sea-
son or coming up:  
Racoon hunting               Oct 1 - Feb 29 
Squirrel                         Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Quail                             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Rabbit                           Nov 13 - Feb 10 
Racoon trapping           Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Gray or red fox             Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Beaver                          Nov 13 - Feb 29 
Bobcat                          Nov 18 - Feb 29 
Canada goose              Nov 23 - Feb 15 
Youth Waterfowl                          Feb 10 
Youth Turkey                             April 6-7 
Turkey                           April 13 - May 5 
Bullfrog                        May 17 - Oct. 31 
Squirrel                       May 18 - June 21 
Coyote                                 Year Round 
Ground hog                         Year Round 
 

SPECIAL OLYMPCS 
New coaching staff 

  Crittenden County Special Olympics 
has a new volunteer coaching staff for 
the 2024 track and field season. Ser-
ena Dickerson will be leading the 
team as the new head coach along-
side assistant coaches Rose 
Dempsey and Rebecca Woodall. The 
team issued a statement expressing 
gratitude to its former coaches Millie 
Hughes, Charlene Walker and Brid-
gett Tharp. Interested parents/ 
guardians of past athletes or new ath-
letes ages 8 and over, should contact 
Dickerson at (270) 704-1871 to get an 
athlete medical form and other infor-
mation. Practice sessions for the team 
will begin in March. 
 

FOLLOW THE ROCKETS at THE PRESS ONLINE 
www.The-Press.com  Sports Tab 

@CrittendenPress on Twitter 
CrittendenPress/youtube.com 

STAFF REPORT 
Leave it to the coach’s kid – the prover-

bial gym rat – to light up the sky when 
her team is reaching for the moon. 

Eighth-grader Jordyn Hodge scored a 
career-high 26 points, including four 
three-pointers and 16 points in the clos-
ing minutes as Crittenden County won 
its second straight Second Region All 
Classic championship Saturday by hold-
ing off Lyon County 60-57. 

The daughter of 31-year Lady Rocket 
skipper Shannon Hodge, the middle 
school marksman drained six of her 
team’s nine treys as Crittenden strug-
gled to score inside against Lyon’s zone 
defense. 

“Before the game we had a really good 
shoot-around, did a bunch of good drills, 
then I guess it just fell when we needed 
it the most,” said the eighth-grade 
guard. 

At times this season, Crittenden has 
struggled to find the bucket from the 
floor. The girls entered the champi-
onship game shooting 36 percent as a 
team, and Hodge 32 percent from long 
range. 

“Coming in here playing Lyon County, 
obviously it’s a rival game, so you’re 
going to be nervous. But you just have 
to play to the best of your ability and I 
think that’s what we did,” said sopho-
more Anna Boone, the team’s leading 
scorer this season who dropped 17 in 
the regional final. “Jordyn scored a 
whole bunch of threes which helped us 
a lot.” 

Neither team led by more than four 
points until the fourth period when 
Hodge got hot from the left corner and 
lifted the Lady Rockets to a nine-point 
lead with four minutes to play. 

“It was a total team effort that’s for 
sure,” Coach Hodge said. “You don’t win 
when everybody hadn’t played hard, but 
Jordyn did come up big in the fourth 
quarter putting the ball in the basket for 
us. I’m proud of the entire team.” 

A furious defensive buzz by Lyon got 
CCHS on its heels for a bit down the 
home stretch, but accurate foul shooting 
and a layup bucket in transition by 
sophomore Bristyn Rushing held off the 
Lyons. 

Crittenden County, now 10-7, has won 
three of the last four All A regional titles 

and a Second-Region-best nine champi-
onships in tournament history. Lyon 
County drops to 12-6 and has lost six 
straight to CCHS since 2022. 

The Lady Rockets will play 11th Re-
gion champion Lexington Christian at 7 
p.m., (CST) Wednesday, Jan. 24 at 
Corbin in the All A State Championship 
Tournament. 

 
Opening round All A win 

Crittenden County opened the All A re-
gional tournament beating host Caldwell 
County 63-47 last Thursday. 

A cool start shooting the ball warmed 
up in the second period as CCHS went 
on a 21-10 scoring run and led by a 
dozen at the half. The Rocket girls led by 
as many as 21 in the second half. 

Sophomore Anna Boone scored inside 
and out, finishing with 29 points and 
moving to within 71 of her 1,000th ca-
reer point. Sophomore guard Elliot 
Evans and eighth-grade guard Jordyn 
Hodge scored 10 apiece. 

 
Lyon County            21    28    34  57 
Crittenden Co.        17    27    38  60 
LYON – Taylor 18, Cotham 14, Collins 13, Holland 10, 
Perry 2.  
CRITTENDEN – Boone 17, Evans 4, Hodge 26, Fed-
erico 5, Rushing 6, Holeman 2, Stewart. FG 22. 3-
pointers 9 (Hodge 6, Boone 3). FT 7-8. 
 
Crittenden Co.     12   33   47  63 
Caldwell County   9    21   33  47 
CRITTENDEN – Boone 29, Evans 10, Hodge 
10, Frederico 8, Rushing 8, Rushing 4, Hole-
man. FG 22. 3-pointers 6 (Boone 3, Hodge 2, 
Evans). FT 13-15. 
CALDWELL – Clark 10, Thomas 3, Butts 9, 
Sykes 12, Thompson 2, Copeland 5, Williams 2, 
Williams 4. FG 20. 3-pointers none. FT 7-15. 

While eighth-grader Jordyn Hodge’s de-
fense against Lyon’s Piper Cotham was 
excellent, it was her remarkable three-
point shooting that helped lift CCHS to 
victory in the All A regional title game.

The Lady Rockets brought home championship hardware last weekend from the All A Second Region Tournament for the second 
straight season and third in the last four years. They’re the winningest team in All A Tournament history.

Make Room for Another Trophy 

Girls win 2nd straight ‘A’ crown 

STAFF REPORT 
Not since Crittenden 

County Hall of Fame athlete 
Ronnie Moss blew out his 
knee in a pre-season foot-
ball scrimmage in 1989 has 
a sports injury impacted 
Rocket Nation like Travis 
Champion’s. 

A Crittenden County High 
School senior, Champion is 
scheduled for knee surgery 
on Thursday to repair a torn 
ACL and meniscus.  

Widely considered one of 
the best players in Rocket 
basketball history, Cham-
pion was on track to break 
the team’s career scoring 
record this winter. Only a 
catastrophic injury like the 
one that ocurred could have 
kept him from eclipsing Tim 
Hill’s 1,822 points scored 
from 2000-2005. 

Instead, Champion will 
settle into the No. 6 spot on 
the all-time scoring list be-
hind Hill, Bennett Smith 
(1,596) and Gabe Mott 
(1,545), Preston Turley 
(1,496) and Lige Shadowen 
(1,442). 

Champion’s high school 
basketball career ended 
after playing in  just two full 
games this year. He was in-
jured in the second game of 
the season at Livingston 
Central and played parts of 
three games after that point, 
including a 25-point effort 
in his final outing at home 
earlier this month against 
Muhlenberg County.  

After his initial injury, 
Champion tried to play in 
the next game, but was un-
able to go after only a few 
minutes on the court. Days 

later he was di-
agnosed with a 
partially torn 
ACL. After a pe-
riod of healing, 
the senior 
braced up the 
knee and re-
turned to ac-
tion in two 
January contests.  

“His ACL was literally 
hanging by a thread,” his  
coach said. 

Unfortunately, the knee 
gave way in a Jan. 5 game 
with one minute left in the 
contest as Champion 
planted to make a move on 
a defender near the basket. 

A large crowd assembled 
at Rocket Arena to see his 
valiant comeback on his 
18th birthday. 

“The air was sucked out of 
the gym,” one onlooker said. 

As the weight of his injury 
has begun to sink in across 
the western Kentucky bas-
ketball world, many have 
tried to make sense of his 
situation. 

Payton Croft, who is a 
coach at Mayfield and a 
Rocket alumnus, played 
alongside Hill during his 
run to break Smith’s scoring 
record more than 20 years 
ago. Croft also has coached 
against Champion and has 
known his family for 
decades. 

The true measure of 
Champion’s competitive 
spirit cannot be defined by 
what happened or what did-
n’t happen, Croft said. 

“He’s a winner and plays 
the game the right way,” 
Croft noted. “His priorities 

were right. I assure you that 
Travis didn’t start playing 
basketball because he 
wanted to be the all-time 
leading scorer. He played 
because he loved the game, 
because it was fun. What he 
did every time he went out 
there on the court had noth-
ing to do with a record.” 

Croft said he reached out 
to Champion’s father, who 
as a kid he had watched 
playing Rocket basketball, 
after the injury. Since then 
Croft has contacted college 
coaches, putting in plugs for 
Champion’s future.  

Croft and Rocket coach 
Matt Fraliex, who played 
collegiate basketball, say 
Champion has a future at 
the next level if he chooses 
to pursue it. 

“Travis is still wanting 
that opportunity,” Fraliex 
said. “I know he will do  
whatever it takes to work 
his way back.” 

A handful of small 
schools, and some Division 
I basketball teams, had 
shown interest in Cham-
pion. He had visited Tran-
sylvania’s campus in 
Lexington late last year. 

“He will have some oppor-
tunities if he wants to pur-
sue them,” Croft said. 

Having been on the cusp 
of setting a new scoring 
record only compounds the 
mental anguish of such an 
injury, but Croft says 
Champion will handle it just 
like, well, a champion. 

“That’s just the kind of kid 
he is. He’s a winner on and 
off the court.” 

 

Girls hit the road 
The Lady Rockets will hit the road 

Tuesday for a long trip across Ken-
tucky to Corbin where the All A Clas-
sic State Tournament will be held 
Wednesday through Sunday at the 
Corbin Arena. 

CCHS will be taking on Lexington 
Christian (14-2) in the opening round 
at 7 p.m., (CST). Live video broadcast 
of the game will be available for a fee 
at Go.Prepspin.com. WMJL will carry 
a live audio feed provided by the tour-
nament’s official broadcast team. 

Crittenden County (10-7), making its 
ninth state tournament appearance, is 
the winningest Second Region team 
in All A tournament history. 

CCHS lost to Bethlehem in last 
year’s All A opener. 

The Lady Rockets have played LCA 
only one other time in history, and that 
result was a two-point loss in the 2011 
All A Classic State Tournament. That 
was the same year CCHS won the 
Second Region KHSAA Tournament 
for the only time in history. 

Champion’s HS career ended by injury

Champion 
1,421 pts
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Perry 
Newcom (R) 
107 S. Main St. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.5251 (o) 
270.704.0457 (c) 
 

Dave 
Belt (R) 
308 Chandler Farm Rd. 
Sturgis, KY 42459 
270.704.0199 (c) 
 

Matt 
Grimes (R) 
301 State Route 297 
Marion, Ky. 42064 
270.704.9832 (c) 
 

Robert 
Kirby (R) 
1698 Chapel Hill Road 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.889.1504 (c) 
 

Chad 
Thomas (D) 
701 Hebron Church Rd. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.9727 (h) 
270.339.4949 (c) 

Travis 
Perryman (R) 
1700 Jackson School Road 
Fredonia KY 42411 
270.969.1168 (c) 
 

Scott 
Belt (R) 
397 Fishtrap Road 
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.0366 (c) 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court Fiscal Court meets in regular session at the courthouse at 8:30 a.m., on the third Thursday of each month
Judge-executive District 1 Magistrate District 2 Magistrate District 3 Magistrate District 4 Magistrate District 6 MagistrateDistrict 5 Magistrate

E L E C T E D  C O U N T Y  J U D G E - E X E C U T I V E  |  M A G I S T R A T E S

Perry.newcom@crittendencountyky.org Dave.Belt@crittendencountyky.org matt.grimes@crittendencountyky.org Robert.kirby@crittendencounty.org Chad.Thomas@crittendencountyky.org Travis.perryman@crittendencountyky.org Scott.belt@crittendencountyky.org

STAFF REPORT 
Pieces of information con-

tinue to surface in Crittenden 
Circuit Court about a broad, 
ongoing criminal investigation 
into an alleged major drug-
dealing operation that has led 
to at least six arrests with more 
possibly coming. At the center 
of the investigation is Marion 
resident Brian Fitzgerald, who 
is jailed without bond in Mc-
Cracken County on federal 
drug and weapons charges. 

Law enforcement and prose-
cutors have made it clear that 
the investigation and its rever-
berations remain active. A cou-
ple of sealed indictments 
issued last month by the Crit-
tenden County Grand Jury 
could potentially be tied to the 
investigation, which began last 
summer and culminated with 
the arrest of Fitzgerald in Muh-
lenberg County. Fitzgerald 
faces federal indictments on 
two counts of being a Felon in 
Possession of a Firearm and 
two counts of Possession with 
Intent to Distribute Metham-
phetamine.  

A female defendant arrested 
as part of the investigation 
made an emotional plea for re-
lease from jail last Thursday 
during a bond hearing in front 
Circuit Judge Daniel Heady.  

Cody Hooks, attorney for 
Jessica Sherer, 38, of Marion, 
asked the court to reduce his 
client’s bond from $25,000 to 
$10,000 cash with bail credit 
of $100 for each day she’s been 
incarcerated since her arrest. 
Hooks said a family member, 
who was in the courtroom, 
would put up the balance, 
$1,000 cash. Hooks said his 
client needs professional help 
for her addiction and longs to 
be reunited with her three chil-

dren. 
Sherer is charged with en-

hanced trafficking in metham-
phetamine.  

Assistant Commonwealth At-
torney Wes Hunt has been 
steadfast against a bond re-
duction for Sherer, pointing 
out last week that a DEA labo-
ratory test just came back au-
thenticating 96 grams of 
methamphetamine found at 
Sherer’s home last summer in 
Crayne during the investiga-
tion into the whereabouts and 
alleged drug dealings of 
Fitzgerald.  

“That is 48 times the traffick-
ing enhancement level for 
methamphetamine,” Hunt told 
the judge. “It was pre-pack-
aged, broken down into three-
gram baggies and found in a 
peanut butter jar.” 

Hunt also told the judge that 
phone conversations of both 
Sherer and Fitzgerald have 
been monitored by jail author-
ities.  

Sherer is being held at Crit-
tenden County Detention Cen-
ter.  

Hunt told Judge Heady that 
a third individual who is not in 
jail – who he characterized as a 
Fitzgerald family member – has 
been facilitating messages be-
tween Sherer and Fitzgerald. 
Hunt suggested that release of 
Sherer could be a threat to the 
public.  

“The commonwealth has 
made it clear how strongly we 
feel about Mr. Fitzgerald’s 
threat to the community,” 
Hunt told Judge Heady. 

“The commonwealth is very 
concerned about her relation-

ship with Mr. Fitzgerald. She is 
still so intertwined with Mr. 
Fitzgerald, we don’t know what 
her plans would be if she gets 
out,” Hunt said during the 
bond hearing. “It gives us 
pause because in (the moni-
tored phone calls) she states 
her adoration for Mr. Fitzger-
ald, and he reciprocates.  

Law enforcement has not re-
leased all it knows about the 
investigation into what it be-
lieves was a wide-ranging, 
drug-dealing enterprise that 
included incidence of extreme 
violence. 

“We are not finished digging 
the rabbit hole in this investi-
gation, and we are not sure 
how deep it will go in these 
cases (revolving around 
Fitzgerald),” Hunt told the 
judge. 

After about 30 minutes of 
testimony from both sides, 
Judge Heady denied Sherer’s 
motion for bond reduction. Her 
case was set for mediation on 
Jan. 29. If a plea agreement 
cannot be reached, the case 
will be set for trial. 

•Paul D. Loyd, 67, of Marion 
pleaded guilty in two cases to 
four felony drug trafficking of-
fenses that stem from an un-
dercover operation involving a 
cooperative witness buying 
methamphetamine from him in 
March, April and June of last 
year. He also pleaded guilty to 
misdemeanor drug charges. 
The felony charges included 
two Class C felonies and two 
Class D felonies, classified by 
the amount of meth sold. 

Loyd was sentenced to five 
years on each of the felonies. 

Three will run consecutively 
and one will run concurrent to 
the other sentences for a total 
of 10 years. The state prosecu-
tor does not oppose shock pro-
bation after 90 days so Loyd 
could be out of jail in April. 

•Charles Landen Harbert, 
19, of Salem pleaded guilty two 
separate cases, one involving 
the damage of a home on North 
Maple Street last June. He was 
sentenced to five years for first-
degree criminal mischief and 
three years for possession of 
methamphetamine. He was 
also sentenced to lesser time 
for misdemeanor charges of 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia and possession of mari-
juana. The two felonies will run 
consecutive for a total of eight 
years. The commonwealth did 
not oppose probation for a pe-
riod of five years. He will be re-
leased from custody after 
serving time for convictions in 
other misdemeanor cases in 
District Court. 

•Carl Belt Jr., 51, of Marion 
pleaded guilty to two felony 
charges for possession of 
methamphetamine and vari-
ous other misdemeanors and 
violations ranging from posses-
sion of a legend drug and drug 
paraphernalia to operating on 
a suspended license. He was 
sentenced to three years on 
each of the felonies and lesser 
time for the misdemeanors 
with all time to run concur-
rent. The commonwealth did 
not oppose probation and he 
was placed on a five-year pro-
bated sentence. 

•Tori A. Hunter, 25, of Mar-
ion pleaded guilty to DUI and 
two amended charges of sec-
ond-degree wanton endanger-
ment, all are misdemeanors. 
She had originally been 

charged with felony wanton 
endangerment for allegedly 
having two children in the car 
when she had an accident on 
US 60 East in February 2023. 
Based on the court’s findings, 
the felony charges were re-
duced. She was sentenced to 
30 days on the DUI and 365 
days on both wanton endan-
germent charges with all time 
to run concurrently. She was 
given credit for time served and 
the balance of the sentence 
was probated. 

•Hannah Collins, 19, of Eliz-
abethtown, Ky., pleaded guilty 
to a felony charge of first-de-
gree possession of a controlled 
substance (methamphetamine) 
and misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia. Collins 
was a passenger in a vehicle 
stopped by Sheriff Evan Head 
for operating without head-
lights just before midnight on 
Oct. 1. The car was stopped on 
North Weldon Street and the 
driver of the vehicle fled on 
foot. There was a strong odor of 
marijuana in the vehicle, the 
sheriff’s citation said. Head 
found methamphetamine and 
paraphernalia on the passen-
ger side of the vehicle. Collins 
was given a two-year pretrial 
diversion. 

•Sara Bivins, 41, of Marion 
was taken into custody for vio-
lating terms of her bond while 
awaiting adjudication of a case 
for which she was indicted last 
summer. Bivins was out on 
bond for a case in which she is 
charged with first-degree pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance (methamphetamine), 
DUI and other less charges. 
She was ordered to be held 
until the next court date in 
February.  
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Perry 
Newcom (R) 
107 S. Main St. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.5251 (o) 
270.704.0457 (c) 
 

Dave 
Belt (R) 
308 Chandler Farm Rd. 
Sturgis, KY 42459 
270.704.0199 (c) 
 

Matt 
Grimes (R) 
301 State Route 297 
Marion, Ky. 42064 
270.704.9832 (c) 
 

Robert 
Kirby (R) 
1698 Chapel Hill Road 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.889.1504 (c) 
 

Chad 
Thomas (D) 
701 Hebron Church Rd. 
Marion, KY 42064 
270.965.9727 (h) 
270.339.4949 (c) 

Travis 
Perryman (R) 
1700 Jackson School Road 
Fredonia KY 42411 
270.969.1168 (c) 
 

Scott 
Belt (R) 
397 Fishtrap Road 
Marion KY 42064 
270.704.0366 (c) 

Crittenden County Fiscal Court Fiscal Court meets in regular session at the courthouse at 8:30 a.m., on the third Thursday of each month
Judge-executive District 1 Magistrate District 2 Magistrate District 3 Magistrate District 4 Magistrate District 6 MagistrateDistrict 5 Magistrate

E L E C T E D  C O U N T Y  J U D G E - E X E C U T I V E  |  M A G I S T R A T E S

Perry.newcom@crittendencountyky.org Dave.Belt@crittendencountyky.org matt.grimes@crittendencountyky.org Robert.kirby@crittendencounty.org Chad.Thomas@crittendencountyky.org Travis.perryman@crittendencountyky.org Scott.belt@crittendencountyky.org

STAFF REPORT 
Pieces of information con-

tinue to surface in Crittenden 
Circuit Court about a broad, 
ongoing criminal investigation 
into an alleged major drug-
dealing operation that has led 
to at least six arrests with more 
possibly coming. At the center 
of the investigation is Marion 
resident Brian Fitzgerald, who 
is jailed without bond in Mc-
Cracken County on federal 
drug and weapons charges. 

Law enforcement and prose-
cutors have made it clear that 
the investigation and its rever-
berations remain active. A cou-
ple of sealed indictments 
issued last month by the Crit-
tenden County Grand Jury 
could potentially be tied to the 
investigation, which began last 
summer and culminated with 
the arrest of Fitzgerald in Muh-
lenberg County. Fitzgerald 
faces federal indictments on 
two counts of being a Felon in 
Possession of a Firearm and 
two counts of Possession with 
Intent to Distribute Metham-
phetamine.  

A female defendant arrested 
as part of the investigation 
made an emotional plea for re-
lease from jail last Thursday 
during a bond hearing in front 
Circuit Judge Daniel Heady.  

Cody Hooks, attorney for 
Jessica Sherer, 38, of Marion, 
asked the court to reduce his 
client’s bond from $25,000 to 
$10,000 cash with bail credit 
of $100 for each day she’s been 
incarcerated since her arrest. 
Hooks said a family member, 
who was in the courtroom, 
would put up the balance, 
$1,000 cash. Hooks said his 
client needs professional help 
for her addiction and longs to 
be reunited with her three chil-

dren. 
Sherer is charged with en-

hanced trafficking in metham-
phetamine.  

Assistant Commonwealth At-
torney Wes Hunt has been 
steadfast against a bond re-
duction for Sherer, pointing 
out last week that a DEA labo-
ratory test just came back au-
thenticating 96 grams of 
methamphetamine found at 
Sherer’s home last summer in 
Crayne during the investiga-
tion into the whereabouts and 
alleged drug dealings of 
Fitzgerald.  

“That is 48 times the traffick-
ing enhancement level for 
methamphetamine,” Hunt told 
the judge. “It was pre-pack-
aged, broken down into three-
gram baggies and found in a 
peanut butter jar.” 

Hunt also told the judge that 
phone conversations of both 
Sherer and Fitzgerald have 
been monitored by jail author-
ities.  

Sherer is being held at Crit-
tenden County Detention Cen-
ter.  

Hunt told Judge Heady that 
a third individual who is not in 
jail – who he characterized as a 
Fitzgerald family member – has 
been facilitating messages be-
tween Sherer and Fitzgerald. 
Hunt suggested that release of 
Sherer could be a threat to the 
public.  

“The commonwealth has 
made it clear how strongly we 
feel about Mr. Fitzgerald’s 
threat to the community,” 
Hunt told Judge Heady. 

“The commonwealth is very 
concerned about her relation-

ship with Mr. Fitzgerald. She is 
still so intertwined with Mr. 
Fitzgerald, we don’t know what 
her plans would be if she gets 
out,” Hunt said during the 
bond hearing. “It gives us 
pause because in (the moni-
tored phone calls) she states 
her adoration for Mr. Fitzger-
ald, and he reciprocates.  

Law enforcement has not re-
leased all it knows about the 
investigation into what it be-
lieves was a wide-ranging, 
drug-dealing enterprise that 
included incidence of extreme 
violence. 

“We are not finished digging 
the rabbit hole in this investi-
gation, and we are not sure 
how deep it will go in these 
cases (revolving around 
Fitzgerald),” Hunt told the 
judge. 

After about 30 minutes of 
testimony from both sides, 
Judge Heady denied Sherer’s 
motion for bond reduction. Her 
case was set for mediation on 
Jan. 29. If a plea agreement 
cannot be reached, the case 
will be set for trial. 

•Paul D. Loyd, 67, of Marion 
pleaded guilty in two cases to 
four felony drug trafficking of-
fenses that stem from an un-
dercover operation involving a 
cooperative witness buying 
methamphetamine from him in 
March, April and June of last 
year. He also pleaded guilty to 
misdemeanor drug charges. 
The felony charges included 
two Class C felonies and two 
Class D felonies, classified by 
the amount of meth sold. 

Loyd was sentenced to five 
years on each of the felonies. 

Three will run consecutively 
and one will run concurrent to 
the other sentences for a total 
of 10 years. The state prosecu-
tor does not oppose shock pro-
bation after 90 days so Loyd 
could be out of jail in April. 

•Charles Landen Harbert, 
19, of Salem pleaded guilty two 
separate cases, one involving 
the damage of a home on North 
Maple Street last June. He was 
sentenced to five years for first-
degree criminal mischief and 
three years for possession of 
methamphetamine. He was 
also sentenced to lesser time 
for misdemeanor charges of 
possession of drug parapher-
nalia and possession of mari-
juana. The two felonies will run 
consecutive for a total of eight 
years. The commonwealth did 
not oppose probation for a pe-
riod of five years. He will be re-
leased from custody after 
serving time for convictions in 
other misdemeanor cases in 
District Court. 

•Carl Belt Jr., 51, of Marion 
pleaded guilty to two felony 
charges for possession of 
methamphetamine and vari-
ous other misdemeanors and 
violations ranging from posses-
sion of a legend drug and drug 
paraphernalia to operating on 
a suspended license. He was 
sentenced to three years on 
each of the felonies and lesser 
time for the misdemeanors 
with all time to run concur-
rent. The commonwealth did 
not oppose probation and he 
was placed on a five-year pro-
bated sentence. 

•Tori A. Hunter, 25, of Mar-
ion pleaded guilty to DUI and 
two amended charges of sec-
ond-degree wanton endanger-
ment, all are misdemeanors. 
She had originally been 

charged with felony wanton 
endangerment for allegedly 
having two children in the car 
when she had an accident on 
US 60 East in February 2023. 
Based on the court’s findings, 
the felony charges were re-
duced. She was sentenced to 
30 days on the DUI and 365 
days on both wanton endan-
germent charges with all time 
to run concurrently. She was 
given credit for time served and 
the balance of the sentence 
was probated. 

•Hannah Collins, 19, of Eliz-
abethtown, Ky., pleaded guilty 
to a felony charge of first-de-
gree possession of a controlled 
substance (methamphetamine) 
and misdemeanor possession 
of drug paraphernalia. Collins 
was a passenger in a vehicle 
stopped by Sheriff Evan Head 
for operating without head-
lights just before midnight on 
Oct. 1. The car was stopped on 
North Weldon Street and the 
driver of the vehicle fled on 
foot. There was a strong odor of 
marijuana in the vehicle, the 
sheriff’s citation said. Head 
found methamphetamine and 
paraphernalia on the passen-
ger side of the vehicle. Collins 
was given a two-year pretrial 
diversion. 

•Sara Bivins, 41, of Marion 
was taken into custody for vio-
lating terms of her bond while 
awaiting adjudication of a case 
for which she was indicted last 
summer. Bivins was out on 
bond for a case in which she is 
charged with first-degree pos-
session of a controlled sub-
stance (methamphetamine), 
DUI and other less charges. 
She was ordered to be held 
until the next court date in 
February.  
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